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Jordan enters its bicentennial with new
youth-based modernization project-Shboul

Irbid

MinisterofGovernment
Communications, Faisal
Shboul said Jordan is
entering its bicentennial
with a new national
project led by His Majesty
King Abdullah II; under

the theme: "Transition
towards the Future/"
with its three
political. economic
and administrative

modernization axes.

His remarks came at
the opening session of the
Second Jordanian Youth
Conference: held Sunday:
at the Jordan University
of Science & Technology
(JUST): under the title:
"Political ~ Participation

and Capacity Building of
Youth."

Addressing the event:
Shboul referred to His
Majesty King Abdullah's
affirmation  in  the
Speech from Throne
at the inauguration
of Parliaments'
regular  session  on
the  importance  of
advancing Jordan's
political. economic
and administrative
modernization tracks:
as a major national
project.

In this regard: he
said Jordan is pressing

ahead to achieve a
modern state based
on active participation

and citizenship. rule of
law. and development:
focusing on the nation's
youth.

Over a century ago:

Jordan faced multiple
challenges politically:
economically: and
security-wise« he  saids

referring to its capability
to overcome these
hardships.

Shboul who is
also the Government
Spokesperson.affirmed
the government's
commitment to
move forward with
implementation of its
three modernization
tracks.

Regarding political

modernization:

he referred to the
government commitment
following  endorsement
of of the Political Parties
and Elections laws and
the related constitutional
amendments to create the
political conditions to hold
the first parliamentary
elections on a partisan
basis.

Jordan's youth: he
noted¢ are the key
goal of the political
modernization
system: referring to
the Cabinet's recent
decision to regulate
partisan work in the
Kingdom's higher
education institutions.

|IEC launches political
parties> e-platform

Amman
The Independent
Commission
launched the
e-platform for

Speaking at the

launching ceremony: IEC
Chairman. Musa Maaitah:
said the platform comes
within

the framework
realizing  Jordan's

modernization
which would

submission of the
required documents to the
commission on the latest
and best technology.

The platform: he said
would strengthen principle
of transparency and enables
users to view the parties'
data¢ their regulations and
their budgets.

For his part: Norwegian
Ambassador to Jordan:
Espen Lindbeck: lauded
the IEC's tech development
in its management of

the
expressing
participating in
platform's inauguration.
The envoy also
stressed the continued
support and cooperation
with IEC to implement
its plans and programs

electoral  process:
pride in
the

related to political
modernization.
Meanwhile: Resident
Representative of
the United Nation

Development Programme

(UNDP)
Representatives in Jordan.

Randa Abul Hassan: said
UN program continues to
support Jordan's efforts in
political modernization by

its partnership with IEC.
This assistance
to  enhancing

participation of youth

women and other politically
marginalized groups and
its support digital and tech
transformation efforts. she

noted.

Resident

aims
political
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Jrd phase of gowit assistance program
to industrial sector launched

Amman

The Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources  (Jordan
Renewable Energy &  Energy

Efficiency Fund (JREEEF) and
Jordan Chamber of Industry (JCI)
on Sunday launched the third phase
of the ministry-provided support
program to Jordan's industrial
sector aimed to reduce production
costs and increase the sector's
competitiveness at a total cost of J]D4
million.

Minister of Energy and Mineral
Resources / JREEEF Chairman
Saleh Kharabsheh signed
agreements with the 10 eligible
factories out of the 22 that applied
to benefit from the program's
funding.

This initiative comes within the
framework of the energy sector's
strategic objectives aiming to
reducing energy consumption and
improving its efficiency.

In a press statement: the minister
stressed the importance of the
agreements in providing specialized.
long-term and renewable industrial
funding:  describing Jordan's
industrial sector as the "largest"

employer and supporter of the
national economy.

For this reason: he said the
ministry developed:  through
JREEEF: this integrated financing
program to serve Jordan's industrial
sector.

In addition: he pointed to the
program's importance in reducing
production costs and facilitating
the industrial sector's access to
the necessary financial facilities
for development: especially in the
absence of mechanisms and plans
to stimulate banks to lend factories
and reduce interest rate margin.

The program: he said¢ would
achieve the strategic goals of
Jordan's energy sector in reducing
energy consumption and improving
its efficiency: especially since the
industrial sector consumes energy at
about 17% of the total consumption
of all sectors.

The program is implemented
in cooperation with the ministry's
partners of Central Bank of Jordan
(CBJ)¢ commercial banks: Jordan
Loan  Guarantee  Corporation
(JLGC) and Jordan Chamber of
Industry (JCI).

Jordan, India explore
economic cooperation

Amman

Minister of Investment Kholoud
Saqqaf on Sunday received Indian
ambassador in Amman Anwar
Haleem for a discussion on ways to
cement trade ties between the two
countries.

The  minister briefed the
envoy on the investment climate
in the Kingdom and potential
opportunities in various sectors.
She emphasized business-
friendly legislation and simplified
government service delivery.

Saqqaf said investment

opportunities are ample in ICT:
logistics: tourism: manufacturing;
agriculture and healthcare. She
added that her ministry stands ready
to offer all needed assistance and
services to current and prospective
investors.

The Indian ambassador praised
the ministry for its efforts to
promote the Kingdom's investment
opportunities and appeal.

Indian investments in Jordan
amount to $1.3 billioni mainly
in the fertilizers and textile
industries.

QAIA welcomes first Vueling Airlines flight from Barcelona

Amman

Queen Alia International
has
welcomed the first Vueling
Airlines flight from Josep

Airport (QAIA)

Tarradellas Barcelona
Prat Airport: marking

start of two weekly direct
flights
on the Spanish low-cost

Amman-Barcelona

carrier.

The move demonstrates
the ongoing commitment of
Airport International Group
and the Jordan Tourism
provide

more
affordable travel options by
expanding QAIA's airline

Board (JTB) to
passengers  with

network.

Officials from Airport
International Group:
Vueling Airlines;  the

carrier's general sales agent
in Jordan: Dakkak Travel:
and the ground handler:
Menzies AHS: were on hand
to welcome the inaugural

flight.

"We’re excited to welcome
the first Vueling Airlines

flight. which marked
start of another
connection to Amman

European tourists looking
to discover the rich history
attractions

and unique
of Jordan: as well as

passengers traveling from
QAIA to tour the vibrant
said
Airport International Group

city of Barcelona/"

CEO: Nicolas Claude.

direct

Fl
the

the

for

for

"We  appreciate  the
dedicated efforts of our of QAIA: as we collectively Levant."
longstanding partner, work towards bolstering "Vueling  is

JTB: in helping to further
diversify the airline network

its standing as the prime to
gateway to Jordan and the

announce

new connection

QUEEN ALIA
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

edgall el _1le @ Slalljl_ho

Barcelona to Amman: travel to Barcelona and

proud offering the citizens connect onward to over
this of this fantastic city a 100 destinations across

from convenient product to Spain and Europe:" stated

Vueling Airlines Director
of Network Strategy and
Long Term Planning:
Jordi Pla Pintre.
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PM launches EMV»>s women
empowerment strategy

Amman participation in eliminating
Prime Minister Dr. all forms of gender-based with
Bishr Khasawneh attended discrimination. _
the launching ceremony of The strategy also aims
the women empowerment tO enhance women's achieve paths of progress and partisan regulations in higher pointedout. Thegovernment:
strategy in Economic Pparticipation in the labor prosperity. education institutions. she said/ is adding a new
Modernization Vision mMmarket: increase their Bani Mustafa said Jordan's In public sector achievementbylaunching the
(EMV). participation in economic modernization era views modernization tracke she strategy: in conjunction with
This strategy. outlined decision-making and women as a partner in EMV  said recommendations were the completion of gender-
by the Inter-Ministerial Mainstream gender issues andapartnerinachievement: made to "institutionalize and sensitive sectoral executive
Committee for Women in the work of the public and noting that the nation's frame" the governmental plans.
Empowerment: in Pprivate sectors. political process culminated women's sectorc  and The first phase of the
partnership with relevant Addressing the inamendingthe Constitution emphasize development of executive program  will
institutions: reflects eventc Minister of Social and adding clause (6) in the appointment system for feature sectoral initiatives:
Jordan's commitment Development / the Article (6): related to women leadership positions to ensure of which 72% would directly
to equality. respect for committee's  chairc Wafa empowerment. justice and equality. affect women’s economic
human rights and active Bani Mustafa; said Jordan To date: she noted women The current government participationi and  28%

Exports by ACC-registered businesses
top JD814min in Jan-Nov 2022

Amman
Exports by businesses and
manufacturers registered with the
Amman Chamber of Commerce
(ACC) reached JD814 million in
January-November 2022 up from
JD658 million in the same period in
2021.
According to statistics released
by the Chamber on Sunday: the
number of certificates of origin

issued by the Chamber in the first
11 months of this year reached
32(949¢ up from 34.042 in the same
period last year.

Iraq received about JD216
million in Jordanian exports:
followed by Kuwait with JD35
million Egypt with JD100 million.
Saudi Arabia with JD100 million
and the United Arab Emirates with
JD90 million.

Dozens of extremist settlers
storm Al-Agsa Mosque

Jerusalem

Dozens of Jewish extremist
settlers early Sunday broke into
the Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem.

The Islamic Awqaf and Al-Agsa
Affairs said in a statement that
today’s raid was conducted through

al-Magharebah Gate in successive
groups under the heavy protection
of Israeli police.

"The settlers performed
Talmudic rituals and provocatively
toured the Mosque’s yards: while
Muslim worshipers and the Al-
Agsa's guards peacefully confronted
them." it added.

Iqlaa supports ' ndNational Olive
Festival & Rural Products Exhibition

AMMAN

The Informal Livelihoods
Advancement Activity (Iqlaa)
funded by USAID. provided
support to the 22nd National
Olive Festival and Rural
Products Exhibition organised
by the National Agricultural
Research Centre (NARC) in
cooperation with the Ministry
of Agriculture and local and
international partners.

Recently launched: Iqlaa
is a five-year programme
implemented by Mercy Corps
and partners. The program
supports Jordan's home-based
businesses and micro and small
enterprises to grow: transform
and become resilient to future
shocks: according to a Mercy
Corps Jordan statement.

Iglaa provided marketing
support promoting the olive
festival to the public to enhance
visibility ~ for  agricultural
home-based: micro and small
businesses participating in the

festival.
NARC Director General
Nizar Haddad said: “More

than 500 farmers: associations:
schools companies. and olive
mills are taking part in the
festival’s activities.”

“There will be laboratory
tests on olive oil for quality
assurance as per international
standards.” he added.

Chief of Party at Iqlaa

Laith Al Qassem: said” “Iqlaa
actively seeks to support
home-based¢ micro and
small businesses to achieve
stabilisation and  growth
and to sustainably improve
revenues as means to create
job opportunities. We are
delighted to collaborate with
NARC in this National Olive
Festivalc which has built a
remarkable legacy over the
past 23 years. The event serves
as a very important venue
to increase market linkages
and promote participating
businesses: including women-
led businesses.”

For over 23 years: the
annual Olive Festival is
hosted in Amman. The
festival brings together an
array of stakeholders from
the market; in the hopes to
create more collaboration
between small olive farmers
and distributors. The Olive
Festival serves as an ideal
venue to increase market
linkages: heighten public
awareness. incentivize olive
oil producers to improve
the overall quality of their
products: and drive the sale of
olive oil and related products
across the governorate: the
statement said.

The 10-day festival kicked
off on November 24 at Mecca
Mall.

is entering its bicentennial

modernization project and
a Royal vision aimed to

three-dimensional

party

were also taken into account
in the "deep" reforms in
Jordan's electoral and political

laws and student

saw
number
hold leadership positions in
the Kingdom's history: she

an "unprecedented"
of women: who

indirectly: she noted.

On the strategy's three
main women-related goals:
she said related efforts seek
to doubling rate of female
participation in Jordan's labor
market; aimed to make their
economic participation reach
28% in 2033. Hopefully: she
noted this rate would exceed

36% and create more than

280,000
for women during the next
decadeunder EMV's 1 million
job opportunities goal atarate
of 28; 000 jobs annually for
women.

job opportunities

King»s visit to Algeria
dmportant) economic track-JCl

Amman
President of Jordan
Chamber of Industry

(JCI)¢ Fathi Jaghbir¢ said
His Majesty King Abdullah
II's visit to Algeria is a
"remarkable” opportunity
and constitutes an
economic and commercial
path for Jordan's private
sector.

Jaghbir: in a statement:
said His Majesty
always paves the way
for Jordanian  private
sector to benefit from
economic  opportunities
in the countries across the
world and promote the
Kingdom's investment
opportunities and its
productive capabilities.

In this regard: he
called on the government
and the private sector to

benefit from Royal visit
to Algeria by concluding
trade partnerships. which
would contribute to raising

Jordan's pace of production
exports volume and trade
exchange.

On the chamber's

rolec he said JCI
participated in multiple
economic exhibitions
and conferences
in Algeria¢  aimed
to  enhancing joint
economic cooperation.

Jordan's industrial
sectori he noted: has
a  "high" competitive

capability and is ready to
increase its exports volume
to Algeriac stressing the
importance and potential
of Algerian market for the
Kingdom.

Noting "great”
importance of Royal visit
he said it would activate
partnerships between the
two countries. especially
after Covid-19 pandemic

receded and economic
sectors resumed normal
operations.

Jordan, Norway to ink deals in green
hydrogen, rewble energy explration

AMMAN

Jordan and Norway
have agreed to sign
several memoranda of
understanding in the fields
of green hydrogen: oil
and gas exploration and
renewable energy. Energy
and Mineral Resources
Minister Saleh Kharabsheh
said on Saturday.

Kharabsheh’s remarks
came after his visit to
Norway: during which he
discussed  implementing
programmes to achieve the
goals of energy provision:
security and sustainability
with Norwegian officials.
At the same time: the
minister went over the
means to turn the Kingdom
into a regional centre for
exporting green energy:
according to a ministry
statement.

The delegation's visit
followed up on the
outcomes of His Majesty
King Abdullah’s visit to
Norway in March: during
which the two countries
discussed ways to enhance
cooperation in  energy
and climate change: the
minister said.

Kharabsheh
mentioned a
between the
delegation

also
meeting
Jordanian
and the

Minister of

Norwegian
Petroleum and Energy Terje
Aasland¢ during which the
two sides went over future
steps to boost cooperation:
especially in energy sector
infrastructure.

The meeting went over
preparations for a project
connecting countries in
the Middle East and North
Africa with  European
countries to supply them
with green energy at a
relatively low costc he
added.

The minister said that
the meeting stressed the
importance of utilising
the currently available
infrastructure to transfer
green hydrogen produced
from renewable sources

of energy. to contribute
to  carbon  reduction
commitments and
addressing the effects of
climate change.

Kharabsheh noted
that the wvisit included
meetings and visits to

energy companies to attract
investments in renewable
energy. green hydrogen
and oil and gas exploration.

In this regard: the
minister said that
discussions ~went over
procedures  taken by
the energy sector in
renewable energy projects:
energy  efficiency and
studies currently being
implemented to develop
the electrical gridi consider
electrical storage studies

and shift towards smart
grids thatcanaccommodate
more renewable energy
to reach a 50 per cent
renewable energy quotient
by 2030.

Meanwhile during a
meeting with  Minister

of Climate and the
Environment Espen
Barth Environment

Minister Muawia Radaideh
reviewed procedures that
the Kingdom has adopted
to face climate change
impactsc such as the
climate change policy and
the National Determined
Contribution’s Document
(NDC) that guarantees
Jordan’s commitment to
reduce emissions by 31 per
cent by 2030.
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