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Jordan, Kazakhstan enjoy
special ties, says official

Astana

Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Ka-
zakhstani Roman Vas-
silenko« on Monday said
that Jordan is one of the
most promising partners
of his country in the Arab
.world

From the first day of"
the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between
Jordan and Kazakhstan:
we have been united by
the closeness of positions
on major global and re-
gional issues:" he told the
.Jordan News Agency
The Kazakh official
added that both countries
are effectively interacting
on multilateral platforms:
including the UN:¢ OIC;
and CICA( to coordinate
their actions to resolve
pressing international
.problems

The Kazakh-Jordanian"
relations are developing
dynamically: as two visits
of the Head of Kazakhstan
to Jordan took place. In
turn. King Abdullah II
also visited Kazakhstan
seven times. The last time

the leaders of the two
countries met was on the
sidelines of the 77th ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly in September
2022 in New York:" he

.added

i

Vassilenko hailed Jor-
dan’s participation in the
work of the Congress of
Leaders of World and
Traditional Religions: as
well as support for all in-
ternational efforts aimed
at resolving the Syrian cri-
.sis¢ just like his country
We know that Jordan("
as a neighboring country
to Syria: is experiencing
the negative socio-eco-
nomic and other conse-
quences of this crisis due
to the influx of Syrian
refugees. In this context

Kazakhstan also provides
assistance to Syrian refu-
gees in Jordan. Namely:
we provided humanitar-
ian assistance to the UN-
HCR Office for Syrians
living in the Zaatari camp.
Moreover: we appreciate
the role of Amman. who
actively participates as an
observer in the Astana
processand makesasignif-
icant contribution to the
settlement of the conflict
.in Syria:" he noted

On the economic level
the official said that Ka-

zakhstan is interested in
expanding investment:
trade. and economic co-
operation with Jordan.
However. he added: the
current volume of trade
is at a low level (3 million
dollars in January - Au-
.(gust 2022

The main obstacle is"
the lack of fast and inex-
pensive logistics routes
between our countries.
We consider it neces-
sary to work out specific
mechanisms for the de-
livery of goods from the
two countries with the
involvement of large lo-
gistics companies from
Kazakhstan and Jordan:"
he said¢ stressing the need
to take active measures to
build effective trade cor-
.ridors

Vassilenko highlighted
the importance of the up-
coming 5th meeting of
the intergovernmental
commission in Amman
in 2023¢ which will have a
positive impact on expand-
ing trade: economic: and
investment cooperation
between the two countries.
He also indicated that the
establishment of direct
contacts between business
circles will contribute to
the discovery of wide op-
portunities for mutual co-
.operation in various fields

MoU signed by CBJ, Oman»s Capital
Market Authority take effect

Amman

Terms of the memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) signed between
Central Bank of Jordan
(CBJ)¢ and Oman's Capital
Market Authority (CMA)
were recently published in
the Official Gazette.

The MoU aims to en-
hance joint cooperation
in the field of information
exchange and supervision
over the insurance sector
on the basis of the mutual
interests' principle.

Under the memoran-
dum: the two sides spur
joint cooperation in in-
formation exchange and
cooperation to help imple-
ment relevant laws and reg-
ulations in the supervision
and monitoring fields over
the insurance sector and
other related fieldsc which
fall within the jurisdiction
of either party.

The MoU also sets "high"
standards of fairness and
integrity in professional
practices aimed to enhance
and ensure efficiency of li-
censed persons in the two
countries' insurance sector.

Setting areas of technical

assistance: deemed jointly
as "important”c the two
sides exchange expert visits
in the monitoring fields:
share studies and publica-
tions on insurance sector:
staff capacity building and
development: according to
the human and financial
resources available to both

parties.
Per the MoU: the two
countries will cooperate

in taking measures against
any prohibited or fraudu-
lent practices in the insur-
ance sector in the country
of either party. seeking to
provide information to the

other side about any viola-
tions oflawsand regulations
issued in the two countries:
establishing joint insurance
companies and facilitating
related investment on both
sides.

It also seeks to strength-
en coordination and shared
positions with regard to the
two countries' membership
in international organiza-
tions and their participa-
tion in their activities and
meetings.

The two parties stimulate
exchange of training cours-
es. expert visits and con-
duct of scientific research

in the cooperation areas:
make '"reasonable” efforts
without prior request. to
provide any information
that helps the other party:
while ensuring compliance
with the laws and regula-
tions in force in the origin
country.

In order to ensure con-
fidentiality of the informa-
tion required under the
MoU's provisions:. the two
parties must not disclose
details except within the
scope of its purposes: un-
less the party providing the
information agrees in writ-
ing to allow its use.
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Cabinet approves bylaw to
regulate partisan activities of
Jordan»>s unviversity students

Amman

A Cabinet session: headed by
Prime Minister Dr. Bishr Kha-
sawneh. approved the 2022 bylaw
for regulating practice of student
party-related activities in Jordan's
.higher education institutions

For the first time in the King-
dom's history. a bylaw is issued to
regulate conduct of student partisan
activities in higher education insti-
.tutions

The bylaw's approval comes with-

in the framework of the Jordan's po-
litical modernization system: which
was launched at the beginning of
Jordan's bicentennial and is based
on the Political Parties Law that
was previously endorsed within this
.process

Commenting on the Cabinet's
decision: Minister of Education
and Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research: Dr. Azmi
Mahafzah. said approval of bylaw
reflects will of the Jordanian state
to move forward with the political
.modernization project

The decision also exhibits gov-
ernment’s fulfillment of its duty
towards creating the necessary en-
vironment for practicing partisan
.programmatic work: he noted
Mahafzah said the bylaw comes
as a translation of Royal visions:
and in implementation of His Maj-
esty King Abdullah II's directives:
during his recent meeting with the
heads of official and private Jorda-
.nian universities

The move also comes following

meeting of His Highness Prince Al
Hussein bin Abdullah IIi Crown
Prince: with deans of student affairs
in public and private universities: he
.noted

For the first time: he said a by-
law has been approved aimed to
provide a "safe" space for practicing
partisan activities in Jordan's uni-
versities without restriction as long
as compliance with its provisions is
.observed

University students; he noted:
have a "golden" opportunity to be
part in making Jordan's political
and partisan future: which is in line
with the outcomes of the political
modernization process. which con-
firmed the youth's pivotal role in
.partisan and political life

From now on: no university stu-
dent will be questioned over parti-
san work in Jordan's universities
and colleges: he said: adding that all
higher education institutions must
amend their internal regulations
and instructions in accordance with
.the bylaw's articles

Within this context: he said
these institutions need to educate
and stimulate students to engage in
party-based program work aimed at
.serving the country and citizens
The bylaw is in line with the best
practices implemented by many
higher education institutions across
the world: which aim to avoid tam-
pering with educational process:
preserving its neutrality and retain-
ing university faculty and adminis-
.trative staff

October report on aid programs,
services to Jordans underprivileged
households released

Amman

Ministry of Social Development
issued a statistical report on its key
services and assistance provided by
National Aid Fund (NAF) and af-
filiated associations to a number
of beneficiaries and the service type
over last October.

In a statement to "Petra:" on Sun-
day: the ministry's media spokes-
person. Ashraf Khreis. said the
report showed that the ministry's
directorates provided cash assis-
tance to 2.693 families. while 2(318
households benefited from in-kind
aid.

In addition: he said 8:359 studies
were conducted to grant health in-
surance to underprivileged families:
and 82 others aimed to issue exemp-
tion from treatment expenses.

Meanwhile. he said 9 nurser-
ies were licensed: while 5 others

were warned. Number of requests
to purchase homes for underprivi-
leged families hit 141 adding that
50 households applied for housing
maintenance.

During October: he said the min-
istry's Anti-vagrancy Department
seized 1.298 beggars countrywide:
carried out 431 inspection cam-
paigns. and conducted 896 studies
related to juvenile cases: while its
staff examined 1:606 applications to
issue exemption from work permit
fees.

According to the NAF's work re-
port for last October. the number of
new families benefiting from the re-
curring monthly aid program stood
at 1,253 while 852 new households
benefited from the urgent and quick
emergency financial aid and new 16
others benefited from the physical
rehabilitation program.

Consumer protection MoU inked by
Jordan, Oman released in Official Gazette

Amman

Articles of the memorandum of
understanding (MoU) signed by
Jordan and Oman in the consumer
protection field were recently issued
in the Official Gazette.

The MoU provides the basis to
exchange information. visits: exper-
tise and studies related to consumer
protection area: organize training
programs and benefit from related
workshops and conferences.

The memo also launches joint
awareness programs and activate
joint "strategic" cooperation and
coordinating positions at interna-
tional and regional organizations
working in this field.

In addition: the MoU sets a joint
mechanism to follow up on recalls
of imported goods: test and with-
draw harmful items. if available:
and issue mutual notices on the
tests results.

Deal signed to connect IXPs of Aqaba, Palestine

Amman

The Agaba Digital Hub (ADH). a project cre-
ated by Jordanian entrepreneurs: and the Pal-
estinian Ministry of Telecom and Information
Technology signed a memorandum of under-
standing to link the Palestinian government's In-
ternet Exchange Point (IXP) with Agaba's to give
telecommunications companies: Internet service
providers: and Palestinian digital networks ac-
cess to digital content available at ADH's IXP.

The deal: signed on the sidelines of the MENA
ICT Forum 2022¢ will enable Palestinian com-
panies to exchange high- quality data with global
content providers and Jordanian: Arab: and in-
ternational telecommunication companies exist-
ing at Aqaba's neutral IXP. AgabalIX: according
to a statement issued Sunday by the Ministry of

Digital Economy.
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Logistics Association: Global shipping
rates stabilize in past 2 months

Amman

Global freight rates have been tren -

ing downward over the past two months as
global trade slows down. said the president
of the Jordanian Logistics Association. Nabil

. AlKhatib

AlKhatib stated in an interview with the

Jordan News Agency on Monday that ship-
ping costs continued to decline due to a drop
in global demand and relatively stable crude
oil prices: indicating that the shipping costs of
containers coming from Europe and the Unit-
ed States have largely remained unchanged
while those from China continue to fluctu-
ate.In November: the cost to ship a 20-foot
container to the port of Aqaba from Jeddah
was $700 and from Montreal: $3.200. while a
40-foot container cost $800 from Jeddah and

.$3.900 from Houston

According to AlKhatib: shipping a 20-foot
container and a 40-foot container from China to
Jordan costs $2:500 and $3.000. respectively

Jerusalem Mufti decries
Israeli escalation at mosques

Jerusalem

The Grand Mufti of occupied Je-
rusalem: Sheikh Muhammad Hus-
sein condemned the escalation of the
Israeli occupation forces and Jewish
settlers against Islamic religious
sites: especially mosques. the latest
of which was yesterday's attack on
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron.

Mufti Hussein denounced in a
statement the attacks by extrem-
ist Jewish settlers on the "Bab Al-

Zawiya" and "Al-Siddiq" mosques
in Hebron under the protection of
the Israeli forces: noting: "These at-
tacks are inconsistent with the heav-
enly laws and international laws and
norms that guarantee freedom of
religion and worship."

He accused the Israeli authori-
ties of seeking to prevent Palestin-
ians from performing their religious
rites in their mosques. warning of
the danger of such practices.

House speaker, IEC chief affirm cooperation
to serve higher national interests

Amman
The Lower House Speaker:
Ahmed Safadi. on Sunday received
Chairman of Independent Election
Commission (IEC)« Musa Maitaah.

During the meeting: the two sides
said state institutions have "remark-
able" tasks to complete Jordan's
comprehensive reform process and
achieve the Royal vision: which of-
fered an integrated national project:
to carry out steps to modernize the
Kingdom's politicali economic and
administrative system.

Safadi said House will start its
work: in the next stage. based on
contents of His Majesty's Speech
from the Throne: in a way that con-
tributes to improving performance
and meeting citizens' aspirations.

The House: he noted: is "keen"
to cooperate with the various state
authorities. given the "great" fu-

ture responsibilities which require
integrated action to serve Jordan's
higher national interests.

IEC: he noted: assumes a nation-
al responsibility now: following the
recent constitutional amendments
entrusting the commission with ex-
amining requests to establish politi-
cal parties and following up on their
affairs.

Lauding IEC's "remarkable" de-
velopment in its work: he said the
commission won Royal honoring
recently for its role in upgrading
the management of the electoral
process and advancing its perfor-
mance.

For his part: Maitaah said IEC
is committed to carrying out its
constitutional responsibilities in
implementing the electoral and
party laws with "integrity and im-
partiality."

British navy participates
in Pacific exercises

Norway, FAO sign agreement on enhancing
food security, job opportunities in Jordan

Amman

The Norwegian Am-
bassador to Jordan Espen
Lindbeck and the Repre-
sentative of the Food and
Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) in Jordan: Nabil
Assafi Sunday signed a
USs$1.5 million agreement
to enhance food security
and job opportunities in
Jordan.

Funded by Norway: the
"Transition to more efhi-
cient. inclusive: resilient
and sustainable agro-food
systems" project targets
Jordanians and Syrian refu-
gees by enhancing their
capabilities to participate in
a sustainable and effective
agricultural food system:
building their capacities
to create job opportunities
and strengthening the re-
silience of the target groups
against poverty.

Agriculture Minister
Khaled Huneifat appreci-
ated the role played by the
Norwegian Embassy and
FAO in supporting sustain-
able agriculture.

Huneifat emphasised the
need to join efforts to serve
the interests of Jordanians
in rural areas: find oppor-
tunities to support rural

communities and women
and implement projects
aimed at optimal utilisation
of available water resources
to achieve food security and
preserve water resources.

Lindbeck said that the
project aims to promote
the transition to more ef-
ficient: inclusive: resilient
and sustainable agricultur-
al food systems in Jordan:
explaining that it is "neces-
sary” to address challenges
in the agricultural sector to
enhance food security for
Jordanians and refugees in
marginalised = communi-
ties.

"We are pleased that
FAO is implementing this
project in close coordina-
tion with the Ministry of

Agriculture in a way that
meets the goals of the
Jordanian government to
ensure food security in the
Kingdom and develop sus-
tainable methods of agricul-
ture." he said.

In turn¢ Assaf said. "The
agro-food sector in Jordan
supports the livelihoods of
about a quarter of the pop-
ulation( and there is an ur-
gent need to support food
security. It provides job
opportunities for refugees
and women in rural com-
munities. "This project is in
line with the second prior-
ity of FAO and the Govern-
ment of Jordan; sustainable
agriculture and natural
resource management. It
is also in line with regional

initiatives on water scarcity
and building resilience to
enhance food security."

The project aims to
achieve sustainable food se-
curity among Syrian refu-
gees and host communities
in rural areas by enhancing
their ability to participate
in sustainable agro-food
systems and building their
capacities through an inte-
grated training programme
to create decent job oppor-
tunities. The project will
address capacity building:
financingc and employ-
ment needs through ac-
tivities related to capacity
strengthening, distribution
of tools: access to microfi-
nance markets and job cre-
ation.

Jordans human rights council urges
implementing child rights law

London

A British navy ship Satur-
day participated for the first
time in the regular military
manoeuvres of the Japanese
and US navies in the Pacific
.according to Sky News

Sky News reported that

HMS Spey joined the 10-day
manoeuvres that focused on a
joint response to armed attacks

"to test the readiness of the
participating countries:" ac-
cording to a statement from the
.British Royal Navy

The network noted that

36000 soldiers. 30 ships and
370 aircraftc mainly Japanese
and American participated

in the drills known as "Ken
Sword." Australia; Canada and
.the UK joined the exercises

Amman
Jordan's National
Council for Human Rights
(NCHR) Sunday called for
more national efforts to
implement the Child Rights
Law: especially on chil-
dren's health insurance.
On International Chil-
dren's Day. the NCHR
confirmed that childhood

received constitutional
protection under Article 6
of the constitution: stating
that a family is the basis of
society.

On international hu-
man rights standards: the
NHCR noted that the UN
Convention on the Rights
of the Child provided com-
prehensive protection for
children's rights.

It noted that the celebra-
tion of International Chil-
dren's Day this year comes
after Jordan adopted the
Child Rights Law: calling
for more efforts to imple-
ment the provisions of the
law articles to expand the
establishment of parks and
safe play places for chil-
dren.

It said that children

must enjoy protection
from abuse by enhanc-
ing  prosecution and
oversight mechanisms:
especially against child
labour.

The NHCR noted the need
to give children with disabili-
ties attention and care: espe-
cially concerning their right
to inclusion in schools and
various aspects of life.
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