 Atleast 25

* civilians killed in
48 hours in Sudan
—activists, medic

Senate president,
House speaker
talk ties with
Morocco's Mayara

Arah Bank honoured
for'Back to School’
programme supporting
- students with cancer

Japan pledges
$102m concessional
loan, $6.4m grant
toJordan
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Arab Bank honoured for ‘Back (o School
programme Supporting students with cancer

AMMAN

HRH Princess Ghida Talal
chairperson of the King Hussein Cancer
Foundation (KHCF) and King Hussein
Cancer Centre (KHCC): on Sunday
honoured Arab Bank in recognition of :
its unwavering support for the "Back 240 studept§ and referrf:d six stgglgnts
to School" programme over the past six {0 specialised learning facilities.
years. Arab Bank CEO Randa Al Sadek Furthermore:. 52 students received
received the award. The Back to School laptops and 40 received tablets for
initiativec managed in partnership distance learning.

with the Ministry of Education
aims to enable cancer patients at the
KHCC to continue their education
during treatment. During the 2022-
2023 academic year: the programme
provided educational opportunities to
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yenate president, House speaker
[alk ties with Morocco’s MﬂYﬂl’ﬂ

AMMAN

Senate  President
Faisal Al Fayez and his
Moroccan  counterpart
Enaam Mayara on Sunday
held talks with a focus on
strengthening  bilateral
relations and promoting
cooperation in various
fields.

Mayara is on an official
visit to Jordan: leading
a delegation from the
Moroccan  House  of
Councillors.

Fayez stressed the
importance of reciprocal
visits between the two
chambers.  underscoring
their mutual dedication to
enhancing relations.

Discussions  focused
on coordinating efforts
to  address  national
issues and bolster Arab
parliamentary action in the
face of security challenges:
economic concerns and
political conflicts affecting
the Arab world: according
to the Jordan News
Agency. Petra.

Fayez expressed
the  Upper  House’s
commitment to building
and maintaining bilateral
relations in the best
interest of both nations
as well as strengthening

parliamentary  relations
and consolidating
their stances on
various international
parliamentary issues.
Fayez  pointed out
the wurgency for Arab
nations to overcome their
differences: initiate joint
Arab efforts and build
strategic partnerships
in various fields: noting
that such cooperation can
improve the economic
situation: bring an end to
the suffering of refugees
and  halt  conflicts.
reduce  poverty and
unemployment and pave
the way for integration.
Fayez also highlighted
His Majesty King
Abdullah's efforts to find
political  solutions  to

regional issues: stressing
His Majesty’s constant
concern for the situation in
the region. King Abdullah
is committed to a just and
comprehensive  solution
to the Palestinian cause
which is key to resolving
regional conflicts; Fayez
added.

Mayara stressed the
unwavering commitment
of both nations’ leadership
to strengthen relations in
all fields.

He also  stressed
the importance of
implementing existing
economic  agreements
notably  the "Agadir
Agreement’: a pact signed
between Morocco: Jordan:
Egypt and Tunisia. He also
called for the establishment

At least 25 civilians Killed
In 48 hours In Sudan — activists, medic

of a free trade agreement
and the resumption of
direct flights between the
two countries.

Mayara praised Jordan's
positions towards Morocco
and its leadership.

Also on Sunday: Lower
House Speaker Ahmad
Safadi met with Mayara.
During the meeting
both sides highlighted
the deep-rooted relations
between the two countries
and their common stances
onvarious regional issues:
especially the Palestinian
cause.  Safadi also
expressed  appreciation
for Morocco's support
of  the Hashemite
Custodianship over
Islamic and Christian
holy sites in Jerusalem.

WAD MADANIL
Sudan

Five civilians were killed
by bombs that "fell on their
homes" in Khartoum: a
Sudanese medical source told
AFP. a day after an air strike in
the city's south killed atleast 20
civilians.

Residents of the war-torn
capital reported the city was
again pummelled by artillery
and rocket fire Sunday: in the
fifth month of war between
the army and paramilitary
fighters.

“The death toll from the
aerial bombardment” in
southern  Khartoum late
Saturday "has risen to 20
civilian fatalities"s according
to a statement from the
neighbourhood's  resistance
committee. They are among
many  volunteer  groups
that used to organise pro-
democracy demonstrations
and now provide assistance
to families caught in the line of
fire.

In an earlier statement
they said the victims included
two children. and warned
that more fatalities went
unrecorded: as "their bodies
could not be moved to the

& Event Data project.
The Sudanese Armed Forces

into alleged war crimes.

and bureaucratic obstacles:

International

Organisation

buildings¢ braving gunfire
on the

streets to deliver

hospital because they were
severely burned or torn to
pieces in the bombing".

Since war began between
the regular army and the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces( RSF) on April 15
around 5.000 people have
been killed: according to
conservative estimates from
the Armed Conflict Location

control the skies and have
carried out regular air strikes
while RSF fighters dominate
the streets of the capital.
Western countries have
accused the paramilitaries
and allied militias of killings
based on ethnicity in the
western Darfur region: and
the International Criminal
Court has opened a new probe

The army has also been
accused of abuses: including
a July 8 air strike that killed
around two dozen civilians.

More than half of Sudan’s

48 million people now
require humanitarian aid and
protection: and six million are
“one step away from famine”
according to the United
Nations.

Despite insecurity: looting

the world body says it has
been able to get aid to millions
of those in need.

The war has internally
displaced around 3.8 million
people the UN says. while
another million have crossed

borders into neighbouring
countries.
Among the  displaced

are nearly 2.8 million from
Khartoum: according to the

for Migration. That is more
than half the capital’s pre-
war population of around five
million.

Those who remain shelter
from the crossfire; rationing
water and electricity.

In Khartoum: resistance
committees have been some
of the only sources of relief
helping dig survivors out
of the rubble of bombed

medicine and documenting
atrocities committed by both
sides.

Nearly five months in: the
violence shows no signs of
abating.

Witnesses on Sunday again
reported the army targeting
RSF positions in northern
Khartoum with “artillery and
rocket fire”.
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loan, $6.4m grant 1o jordan

Japan M begins regional tour in Jordan, holds 4th phase of strategic dialogue

AMMAN

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Affairs Minister
Ayman Safadi and Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Japan
Yoshimasa Hayashi on Sunday
held the fourth phase of
strategic dialogue between the
two countries.

The two ministers went
over mechanisms to enhance
economic investment:
commercialc defence  and
security cooperation, as well
as mutually agreed upon
programmes: according to a
Foreign Ministry statement

Safadi and Hayashi stressed
both  countries’ keenness
to  continue  developing
cooperation in various fields in
a way that reflects the strategic
relations between Amman and
Tokyo.

The two ministers also
followed up on the outcomes
of His Majesty King Abdullah’s
visit to Japan in April; stressing
ongoing efforts to transform
these outcomes into tangible
cooperation to serve both
countries and enhance bilateral
relations.

Later. Hayashi and Minister
of Planning and International
Cooperation Zeina Toukan
signed the exchange of notes
for a concessional loan with
a total value of $102.8 million
to support the general budget
in terms of the Kingdom’s
reform efforts and to enhance

the resilience of the electricity
sector. The two also signed a
grant of $6.4 million from the
Japanese government through
the  Japan  International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) to
finance a project to enhance the
capacity of power system.
Safadi and Hayashi also
discussed several regional and
international issues of common

interest.
Safadi  acquainted  his
Japanese counterpart with

Jordan’s efforts to stop the
deterioration in  Palestine
and to launch  serious
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negotiations to realise a just
and comprehensive peace.
This is the only means to reach
the two-state solution as per
legitimate and international
resolutions; according to the
minister.

He also briefed Hayashi with

e

support for refugees.

In a joint press conference:
Safadi stressed that the dialogue
reflected  both  countries’
commitment to move ahead
with constructive cooperation
in all fields: especially in terms
of energy. water. investment
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reactor and Japan’s ocean
security  initiative. Safadi
stressed the Kingdom’s firm
stance on the need to respect
international law and the UN
Charter. build regional and
international relations on
the basis of mutual respect
and ensure security. stability
and prosperity for all. He
also  highlighted Jordan’s
confidence that Japan acts
within these frameworks.

For his part. the Japanese
foreign minister expressed
his happiness for Jordan to be
the first stop on his regional

tour. referring to progress
in politicali economic and
security matters.

He also stressed Japan’s
commitment to continuing
support for Jordan’s economic
and financial reforms and
hosting of refugees.

Hayashi expressed
aspiration to participate
in the third Arab-Japanese
political dialogue: to be held
in Cairo on September 5
and in the first ministerial
meeting of Jordan: Egypt and
Japan.

This is the fourth round of
strategic dialogue with Japan
since both countries agreed
to upgrade relations with the
strategic partnership in 2018.
The third round of dialogue
was held in Japan in March:
the statement added.

Next year. Jordan and
Japan will celebrate 70 years of
establishing diplomatic ties.

Japan’s financial assistance
to the Kingdom from 1999
to 2023 amounted to some
$1.9 billioni of which over
$600 million were grants and
1.3 billion were concessional
loans. Japan also supported
the Jordan Response Plan to
the crisis in Syria in 2022 with
some $8 million and pledged
$11 million in 2023.

Amman and Tokyo are
scheduled to hold the fifth
round of the political-military
dialogue in December.

Curiew liited after

Current waler (ariit covers only 75%

0i operating costs, SﬂY§ RISty

-

AMMAN

The current water tariff
is low and does not offer
sufficient incentives for water
conservation harvesting
or consumption reduction
according to a comprehensive
strategy launched by the
Ministry of Water and
Irrigation. Efforts to achieve
financial sustainability within
the water sector are currently
under way in order to recover
operational and maintenance
costs by 2030: according to Al
Mamlaka TV. In the strategy:
which covers the 2023 to 2040
period: the ministry observed
that the existing tariff structure
only covers 75 per cent of
operational expenses: and no
longer aligns with maintenance
and operational costs.

The ministry emphasised
the need to improve energy
efficiencyand reduce water loss.
Creating an ongoing review of
the tariff structure. involving
all relevant stakeholders and
fostering capital investments
are seen essential to realising
these objectives.

This strategy includes plans
related to a gradual restructuring
of revenues to better reflect the
true cost of service. It also aims
to support water companies
in effectively financing their
maintenance and operational
requirements while safeguarding
the most economically vulnerable
households. The ministry noted
that 80 per cent of residential
subscribers are subject to tariffs
ranging from JD0.4 to JD0.6
per cubic metre. which only
covers around 30 per cent of
maintenance and operational
costs per cubic metre. The
revenue landscape within the
water sector. which is primarily
composed of water and sewage
payments. accounts for 63 per
cent of the sector’s total income.
Around 70 per cent of this income
is derived from the residential
sectorc with subsidised rates
supported by the government.
The residential sector represents
approximately 95 per cent of all
subscribers: while non-residential
subscribersc which consume 16
per cent of the water. have “fixed
and unsubsidised” tariffs.

deadly unrest in Iraq city

pan-Arab efforts exerted in defence. and anti-terrorism
cooperation with international efforts.
partners to reach a solution to Regionally. Safadi  said
the crisis in Syria according to that his Japanese counterpart
the step-by-step methodology reviewed  challenges  his
in line with UN Resolution country faces with North
2254. Korea. and the issue of
Safadi also warned against treated  water  discharge
the drop in international from the Fukushima nuclear
KIRKUK

A curfew was lifted in
the multi-ethnic Iraqi city
of Kirkuk on Sunday after
protests turned violent and
led to the deaths of four

people.

Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia Al Sudani
imposed the curfew on
Saturday  evening  after
rival protests — between

Kurdish residents on one
side and Turkmen and Arabs
on the other — descended
into deadly unrest despite a
security presence.

Tensions  had  been
brewing for nearly a week
in Kirkuk a northern city
which ~ has  historically
been disputed between
the federal government in
Baghdad and authorities in
the autonomous Kurdistan
region of the north.

The curfew "has been
lifted". General Kawa Gharib.
the police chief in Kirkuk:
told AFP. "The situation is
now stable throughout the
city."

Sudani called for a
commission of inquiry into
the incident.

Four Kurds were killed
and 15 people wounded
during Saturday's violence:
according to the latest toll

issued Sunday by Amer
Shuanic the local police
spokesman.

At least three of the four

shot dead:

victims were
health officials said¢ but
it was unclear who was
responsible.

Security forces had been
deployed as a buffer to keep
the rival groups apart. and an
AFP correspondent said they
had to fire warning shots to
disperse the Kurds.

Arab and Turkmen
demonstrators had staged a
sit-in near the headquarters
of the Iraqi security forces in
Kirkuk province on August

28, after media reports that
Sudani had ordered the site
to be handed over to the
Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP): which used to occupy

it.

In  response. Kurdish
protesters tried to reach
the headquarters on
Saturday: and the situation
degenerated.

On  Sunday morning

General Jabbar Naeema Al
Taee: Kirkuk's top security
official; told AFP that the

building at the centre of
the tensions was "under the
control of the army" of Iraq
and the sit-in was over.

In 2014 the KDP and
the peshmerga: the security
forces of the Kurdistan
region. took control of
Kirkuk: an oil-producing
region of northern Iraq.

However: federal troops
expelled them in autumn
2017 after tensions over a
referendum on  Kurdish
independence.
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