Unprecedented
numbers of tourists
hit Jordan's
archaeological sites
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Sudan army chief
visits Egypt as
deadly violence
grips Darfur
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NEWS

Unprecedented numbers of tourists
hit Jordan’s archaeological sites

AMMAN — The recent growth in the
number of tourists visiting the Kingdom
has resulted in a major boom in
excursions to local archaeological sites:
according to the Ministry of Tourism.

Recent statistics published by the
Ministry of Tourism showed that Petra;
one of Jordan’s most popular sites
welcomed 684.000 visitors as of the end
of June 2023 compared with 345,000
visitors last year.

Visitor arrivals in half of Jordan’s
archaeological sites have doubled during
the first half of 2023 when compared with
the same period of last year: the statistics
confirmed. According to the ministry
report: a total of 387,000 tourists visited
Mount Nebo:« compared with 167,000
visitors last year.

Umm Al Rasas witnessed a 206 per cent
increase in the number of visitors: Jerash

witnessed a 102 per cent increase: and
other sites have witnessed a significant
tourism spike. Speaking with The Jordan
Times, Khaldoun Lozii a Jordanian
tourism agent: said: “The most visited
destinations in Jordan are Petra. Wadi
Rumy Jerash and the Baptism Site.”

Lozi noted that this year: in particular,
increasing numbers of Jordanian
expatriates were interested in visiting
different areas and sites in Jordan: rather
than just staying in their hometown.

Mahmoud Taha: a Jordanian expat:
told The Jordan Times on Tuesday that he
visited Petra and Wadi Rum for the first
time this year: and is already planning on
returning next year with his friends.

“Everyone is coming to visit Petra
Aqaba: Wadi Rum. So I decided that this
year I would also be a tourist in my own
country.” he said.
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Public Health Law adequate to contain ‘new
spreading epidemic’ ol Smoking — Hawai

—————

AMMAN

The smoking rate in
Jordan exceeds 60 per
cent. and a quarter of
school children in the
Kingdom smoke: Health
Minister Firas Al Hawari
said: citing statistics from
2014.

However: these
numbers have increased
after nearly 10 years:
especially ~ with  the
emergence of new types of
tobacco products; Hawari
said in a statement.

He added that the
Public Health Law features
sufficient provisions
and penalties to contain
the “new  spreading
epidemic”.

He indicated that
today the responsibility
to combat the danger of
smoking primarily lies in
society. and begins with
parents.

The minister highlighted
that it is the duty of
every official to uphold
the Public Health Law

and make all institutions
smoke-free.

He pointed out
that Jordan does not
need to resort to long
legislative ~ processes to
address the smoking
problem: stressing that
the Public Health Law is
“sufficient” to address the

phenomenon.

Mohammed Hamed: a
pulmonologist: said that
most lung diseases are
caused by smoking.

He added that smoking
is  widespread among
children due to a lack of
parental supervision

Parents should be more

aware of the dangers of
smoking to them and their
children: and increase
monitoring  of  their
children: he said.

“Enforcing the law
is key to protecting
everyone  from  the
dangers of smoking”
Hamed added.

Floxrida braces Ior ‘extremely
dangerous’ Hurricane Idalia

STEINHATCHEE:

United States

Hurricane Idalia
barrelled towards the
west coast of Florida on
Tuesday. triggering mass
evacuation orders and
flood alerts as authorities
warned the storm could
strengthen to “extremely

dangerous” levels before
landfall.
The US  National

Hurricane Center (NHC)
said Idalia. a Category 1
storm with winds of 140
kilometres per hour. was
churning off Florida’s
southwest shore: bringing

tropical storm conditions
to western Cuba and
flooding in Havana.

Warm waters in the Gulf
of Mexico are expected to
turbocharge Idalia into
an “extremely dangerous
major hurricane before
landfall on Wednesday”
the NHC saidi warning of
“storm surge inundation
of 35- metres” in coastal
areas.

“Very few people can
survive being in the path of
a major storm surge; and
this storm will be deadly if
we don’t get out of harm’s
way and take it seriously.”

said Federal Emergency
Management Agency chief
Deanne Criswell. Major
hurricanes are Category
3 or higher on the five-
level Saffir-Simpson scale
the NHC says could cause
“devastating ~ damage”.
In the small coastal town
of Steinhatchee: Robert
Bryant was making final
preparations to evacuate
inland with his two cats
and a dog. “We are out on
the water: so we are going
to be the worst ones to get
hit,” said the 18-year-old
student: whose home built
on stilts lies close to the

mouth of a river.

“Hopefully: it just blows
over and we have a bit of
wind... but you prepare
for the worst and hope for
the best:” he told AFP.

Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis urged those in
the evacuation areas along
the Gulf coast to go “now”.

“You don’t have to go
hundreds of kilometres.”
he told a news conference:
urging coastal residents
in the 23 counties under
evacuation orders so far
to get to shelters or hotels
that were out of the danger
zones.

UK orders review Into air traific control chaos

LONDON

he said from Dublin.

Britain’s government on
Tuesday ordered a review
after the country’s air traffic
control system suffered its
worst disruption in almost 10
years: stranding thousands of
passengers.

Flights  departing and
arriving in the UK continued
to be cancelled: one day after
air traffic control systems
were temporarily hit by a
technical fault.

Transport Secretary Mark
Harper said there would be
an independent review into
the worst incident of its kind
for “nearly a decade” that is
expected to last well into the
week.

“This was a technical fault.
We do not think this was a
cybersecurity incident” he
told GB News.

The last Monday of
August — a public holiday in
England: Wales and Northern

Ireland — traditionally sees
large numbers of passengers
returning  from  summer
vacations.

“I know people will be
enormously frustrated by the
disruption that’s impacting

them.” Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak told British
broadcasters.

“Thankfully things like this
are rare and the issue itself was
fixed in a matter of hours: but
the disruption obviously is
continuing and will last for a
little while longer.”

The National Air Traffic

Services (NATS) said it
“identified and remedied” a
technical issue which forced
it to impose traffic flow
restrictions.

NATS said the issue meant
flight plans had to be processed
manually. while it indicated to
AFP that hundreds of flights
had been affected and that
it would take “several days”
for the situation to return to
normal.

London’s main airports
were the worst hite with
Heathrow and Gatwick

cancelling dozens of flights on
Tuesday. British Airways was
the worst affected airline.
Frustration Aviation
analytics company Cirium
said 790 departures and 785
arrivals were cancelled across
all UK airports on Monday.
That was equivalent to just
over one quarter of planned

flights. dealing a blow to the
sector following its recent
strong recovery from the
Covid shutdown.

The boss of Ryanair
Michael O’Leary. said the
no-frills carrier had to cancel
about 250 flights affecting
some 40000 passengers.

“Last night <Monday> we
had 20 aircraft that couldn’t
get back to their home bases so
they’re out of place for today.”

“Today: unfortunately:
it looks like we’re going to
cancel about another 70
flights.” he added: hoping that
the situation would return to
normal by Wednesday.

At Heathrow: passengers
voiced frustration at the
delays. which also saw planes
diverted: adding hours to
journey times.

George McHugh returned
from a weekend wedding in
Spain on Tuesday morning
but his friends were still stuck
in Madrid after being due to
fly back on Monday.

“Once they got to the
airport it was absolute chaos:
everything was cancelled:” he
told AFP. “So we were stuck
up in hotels and things like
that. “I'm probably just lucky
that I got there this morning
instead of yesterday when it all
happened.” he added.

On social media: angry
passengers said airlines could
have done better in providing
support and communicating
with passengers.



sudan arm

2023 4l (31) ukeil!
(3198) auall

-

y chuer visits ESypt as deadly violence rips Dariur

NEWS

CAIRO

Sudan's army chief on
Tuesday visited Egypt on
his first trip abroad since the
outbreak of war in April
with the latest violence killing
dozens of civilians in battle-
scarred Darfur.

As Abdel Fattah Al Burhan
headed for talks with key ally
Egyptian  President Abdel
Fattah Al Sisiic medics and
witnesses said 39 civilians were
killed: most of them women
and children: in shelling of
Nyala; the South Darfur state
capital where fighting between
the army and paramilitary
forces has intensified.

Burhan  swapped  his
trademark military fatigues
for a suit and tie and flew from
Port Sudan to El Alamein on
Egypt's north coast. where
he said his forces faced "rebel
groups who have committed
war crimes in their attempt to
seize power".

Western  countries  have
accused the paramilitaries
and allied militias of killings
based on ethnicity. and the
International Criminal Court
has opened a new probe into
alleged war crimes.

The army has also been
accused of abuses: including
a July 8 air strike that killed
around two dozen civilians.

In their meeting: Sisi's office
said he had "reaffirmed Egypt's
firm position in standing by
Sudan and supporting its
security. stability and territorial
integrity".

The war between Burhan
and his former deputy-turned-
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rival Mohamed Hamdan
Dagloc who commands the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF). has raged since
April 15 killing thousands and
uprooting millions.

For months, the RSF had
besieged Burhan inside a
military  headquarters  in
Khartoum: but last week the
general made his first foray
outside the compound.

On Monday he was in Port
Sudan where he made a fiery
address to his troops: vowing
to “put an end to the rebellion”.

His comments came a day
after Daglo released a 10-point
“vision” to end the war and
build “a new state”.

The plan calls for “civilian
rule based on democratic
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norms” and “a  single
professional: national military
institution”.

Speaking to Egyptian media
on Tuesday. Burhan said
Sudan’s military is “committed
to ending the war” and “does
not seek to continue ruling” the
country.

“We seek free: fair elections
where the Sudanese people can
decide what they want.”

Before they turned on each
other. Burhan had been backed
by Daglo when he became
Sudan’s de facto ruler in a 2021
coup that derailed a fragile
transition to civilian rule.

The coup wupended a
transition painstakingly
negotiated between military
and civilian leaders following
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the 2019 ouster of longtime
autocrat Omar Al Bashir.

New Darfur violence

Fighting in Nyala on
Tuesday killed at least 39
civilians when shelling hit their
homes: witnesses and a medical
source said.

“The entire members of five
families were killed in a single
day.” said Gouja Ahmed: a
rights activist originally from
the city.

Images  posted  online
showed dozens of shrouded
bodies on the ground as well as
men placing the dead in a large
grave.

Darfur has long been the
site of deadly clashes since
a war that erupted in 2003
and saw Bashir’s government
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unleash the feared Janjaweed
— precursors of the RSF —
on ethnic minority rebels and
civilians.

Since August 11 more than
50.000 people have fled Nyala
due to the violence: the United
Nations says.

Port Sudan: which has been
spared the fighting is where
government officials and the
UN have relocated. Itis also the
site of Sudan’s only functioning
airport.

Burhan’s  trip  follows
multiple diplomatic efforts to
end the war in Sudan. with
a series of US- and Saudi-
brokered  ceasefires  being
systematically violated.

In July. Egypt: which shares
borders with Sudan and has

received more than 285.000
refugees from its neighbour.
hosted a crisis meeting
attended by African leaders to
seek a solution.

Analysts say the
international allies of both
sides are set to play crucial
roles: with Egypt and Turkey
firmly on the army’s side and
the United Arab Emirates
and Russian mercenary group
Wagner among those accused
of supporting the RSF.

After Egypti speculation
has mounted that Burhan will
next travel to Saudi Arabia
which has positioned itself as
a mediator also “in opposition
to the UAE’s plan” to back the
RSF. said Magdi Gizoulii a
researcher with the Rift Valley
Institute.

Conservative estimates from
the Armed Conflict Location &
Event Data project show that
nearly 5.000 people have been
killed in the more than four-
month Sudan conflict.

The United Nations says
more than 4.6 million people
have been uprooted by the
fighting, fleeing inside Sudan
as well as to neighbouring
countries.

Many of the million people
who have fled across borders
are living in “increasingly

desperate conditions”. UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees. Filippo Grandi

said on Tuesday in South
Sudan: where more than
230,000 people: including
Sudanese refugees and South
Sudanese returnees have
sought safety.

Jordan’s Sheep exports o G(C countries
expected fo rebound, Says Stakeholder

AMMAN
The Kingdom has exported

around 450,000 sheep to Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries since the beginning
of the year( said head of the
Livestock Breeders Association
Zaal Kawalit.

With this level of demand:
this year’s exports are expected
to reach 600.000 sheep: at a
value exceeding JD200 million:
similar to the previous year: he
told The Jordan Times.

Saudi Arabiac which is the

only GCC country which
shares a land border with
the Kingdom: imposed a

temporary ban on Jordanian
sheep imports earlier this year
that lasted for three months.
Although this ban led to
the “collapse” of local sheep
prices: the sector has managed
to recover from its impact
Kawalit said.

Local prices have gradually
returned to normal after the
importation ban was lifted in
June: he added.

The price of a large local
sheep:  weighing around
40 kilogrammes: increased
to JD4.80 per kilogramme

compared with JD3.80 per
kilogramme during the ban.
Small local sheep: weighing
around 20 to 25 kilogrammes:
are currently sold for around
JD5.5 per kilogramme: marking
a JDL.5 price increase since the
ban was lifted: according to
Kawalit.

However. the prices of
imported sheep sold in the local
market have decreased over the
past two months he said.

As of the end of June 2023
the price of Romanian sheep
reached JD4.5 per kilogramme.
Currently: they are being sold
for JD3.70 per kilogramme:
Kawalit said.

The local market witnessed
increased demand in July and
August. marked by the return of
Jordanian expatriates. wedding
season and Tawjihi (the
General Secondary Education
Certificate Examination)
graduation  parties and
celebrations.

There are roughly 100.000
workers in  the  sector
including livestock breeders:
dairy producers: veterinarians
and feed movers: according to
Kawalit.

West has Iailed to Isolate Iran, says president

TEHRAN

Iran's President Ebrahim
Raisi said on Tuesday that the
West had failed to isolate his
country: while also holding
out the prospect of resuming
talks on reviving a nuclear
deal.

"The enemy tried to
follow two strategies: One
was to isolate Iran from the
world and the other was
to discourage the Iranian
nation(" Raisi said.

"It failed with Dboth
strategies. It didn't succeed
in isolating Iran." he told a
news conference in Tehran.

Raisi was referring to
sanctions imposed on Iran
since the United States
torpedoed the nuclear deal in
2018 as well as protests that
erupted in September 2022
over a young woman's death

Sy g T

in custody.

The ultraconservative
president said Iran was
continuing to seek “the
lifting of sanctions” through
negotiations to revive the
2015 nuclear accord.

But he added "we are not
tying the country's economy
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to the wishes" of Western

countries.
Tensions between
Tehran and Washington

eased this month with
the announcement of an
agreement for Iran to release
five American prisoners in
exchange for the return of

$6 billion in Iranian funds
frozen in South Korea.

But the delicate agreement
does not include the
possibility of a return to the
nuclear deal in the run-up
to the 2024 US presidential
election.

Raisi highlighted
diplomatic successes
including  rapprochement

with Arab countries like
Saudi Arabia along with its
membership in the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisation
and invitation to join the
BRICS grouping.

Such  alliances  with
emergingcountries "represent
agood opportunity to counter
American unilateralism”. he
saidi adding his government
was working "to reduce the
influence of the dollar" on
Iran's economy.

Kim calls for boosting North Korea’s navy

SEOUL

Kim Jong-un has called
for boosting North Korea’s
navy. saying the country’s
waters brimmed with “the
danger of anuclear war”: state
media reported on Tuesday:
as Seouli Washington and
Tokyo carried out joint naval
drills.

Kim slammed growing
trilateral cooperation
between the “gang bosses”
of the United States: South
Korea and Japan: saying
they had recently “closeted
with each other”: the official
Korean Central News Agency
reported in an apparent
reference this month’s Camp
David summit.

He accused Washington of

being “more frantic than ever
before” by conducting joint
naval exercises and deploying
nuclear strategic assets in the
waters around the Korean
Peninsula on a permanent
basis the report said.

“Owing to the reckless
confrontational moves of the
US and other hostile forces:
the waters off the Korean
Peninsula have been reduced
into the world’s biggest war
hardware concentration spot:
the most unstable waters
with the danger of a nuclear
war.” Kim said: according to
KCNA.

“To achieve the successes
in rapidly developing the
naval force has become a very
urgent issue in view of the

enemies’
attempts.”
Kim acknowledged that
the North’s navy “had not
been armed with up-to-
date weapons and combat
equipment” but said that
even so. it had managed
“great achievements of more
weighty significance” than
the country’s better-funded
army. He also promised that
the navy would be given new
weapons as part of North
Korea’s policy for “expanding
the tactical nuclear weapons
operation”. The navy will
become a “component of the
state nuclear deterrence”
he added. Photos carried by
the official Rodong Sinmun
newspaper showed Kim

recent aggressive

accompanied by his young
daughter. inspecting the navy
command and taking photos
with scores of naval officers.

“South Korea: the United
States and Japan agreed
to  strengthen  military
cooperation and decided
to conduct joint military
exercises on a regular basis
at the Camp David summit.”
Cheong Seong-chang;
researcher at the Sejong
Institute: told AFP.

“Therefore. North Korea
may feel an urgent need to
strengthen its naval power.”
he saidi adding that some
intelligence reports suggested
Russia and the North were
considering holding joint
naval training.
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