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AMMAN
In its latest weather update: the Jordan

Meteorological ~Department (JMD) has
revealed that the Kingdom is set to experience
a slight decrease in temperatures: coupled
with a moderate summer ambiance across
most regions on Monday.

Moreover: the evenings are likely to bring
a gentle cooling effect over the elevated
mountainous terrains. while the remaining
areas will experience a mild warmth; Ammon
News reported. Clouds are expected to
persist at lower altitudes in the northern and
central parts of the Kingdom. There is a slight
chance of sporadic light rain showers in the
northern region: accompanied by moderate
northwesterly winds.

Furthermore: there's a cautionary note
about the potential for decreased horizontal
visibility in the early hours of Monday: due to
fog forming over the higher mountain ranges.

Conversely: the JMD indicates that
Jordan Valley: the Dead Sea: and Aqaba will
encounter hot weather conditions.

Meeling held to prepare report on
Jordan’s human rights situation

Wagner boss Prigozhims
death confirmed by Moscow

MOSCOW

Wagner mercenary chief
Yevgeny Prigozhin was
formally confirmed dead on
Sunday following genetic
analysis: investigators said.
as anger and questions over
what caused his plane to crash
earlier in the week continued to
mount.

Speculation that the Kremlin
may have been involved in the
crash has been rife. with the
incident coming exactly two
months after Wagner staged
a mutiny against Moscow's
military leadership.

"Molecular-genetic
examinations  have  been
completed as part of the
investigation into the plane
crash in the Tver region"
Svetlana Petrenko. a
spokeswoman from Russia's
Investigative Committee said.

"According to their results
the identities of all 10 victims
were established:  they
correspond to the list stated in
the flight list." she added.

Among the nine other people
listed onboard the Embraer
private jet that crashed on
Wednesday ~ was  Dmitry
Utkin( a shadowy figure who
managed Wagner's operations
and allegedly served in Russian
military intelligence.

Makeshift memorials

Russian officials opened an
investigation into air traffic
violations after the crash but
have otherwise not disclosed
details about its possible cause.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov described the incident
as 'tragic" to reporters on
Friday: calling rumours of
possible foul play an "absolute
lie". His comments came
as the Kremlin appeared to
rein in groups like Wagner.
with a presidential decree
signed Friday stipulating that
paramilitary fighters will have

to swear an oath to the Russian
flag. In an address Thursday:
President Vladimir Putin said
he had known Prigozhin —
once a loyal ally — since the
early 1990s: describing him as
a man who made mistakes but
"achieved results".

However. his comments
did little to stem mounting
questions and anger over the
mercenary's chief's death with
makeshift shrines to Prigozhin
springing up across Russian
cities. Video taken by AFP
showed a makeshift memorial
on Moscow's Varvarka street:
just outside the Kremlin as
men stood solemnly before a
line of red roses and pictures of
the mercenary chief.

“He was Kkilled:” said one
man wearing a shirt marked
with the letter “Z” — a symbol
representing Russia’s offensive
in Ukraine. “He was killed by
his enemies. We won’t say who.
Theinvestigation will reveal. But
we hope that revenge will catch
up with those who committed
this crime.” he added. Another
man outside the memorial told
AFP that Prigozhin had “plenty
of enemies”. as he speculated
over who was responsible.
“Prigozhinhadalotofenemiesin
our country: abroad in Ukraine
and Africa” said Renat 53.
Wagner forces: which Moscow
used to prosecute some of the
Ukraine conflict’s bloodiest
battles; also maintained a
significant military presence
in Africa. Similar memorials
were spotted across the country:
in cities like Perm and Saint
Petersburg: Russia’s  former
imperial capital and Prigozhin’s
birthplace. Hostilities between
Moscow and Kyiv continued
to rage on Sunday: with Russia
announcing its border regions
were hit by drones again and
Ukraine reporting an overnight
strike.

AMMAN

On Sunday: August 27, as
partofaseriesofconsultations
held by the government to
prepare the national report
within the framework of
the fourth Comprehensive
Periodic Review of human
rightsc Khalil Al-Abdallat
director of the human
rights unit at the prime
minister's office. stated that
the government has enacted
a package of legislation
policiesc  and practices
that  directly  contribute
to the implementation of
commitments made before
international human rights
mechanisms: especially
in the execution of the
recommendations from the
Comprehensive Periodic
Review of human rights.

This review was conducted
in  coordination  with
the Jordanian alliances
including: the  National
Alliance for International
Human Rights Mechanisms:
the Development Alliance:
the Jordanian Civil Alliance:
and the Insan coalition
Jordan News Agency: Petra
reported.

National  plans  and
understandings

Abdallat  noted  that
civil ~society institutions

contributed to the
development of the
comprehensive national

plan for human rights

involved. Nidal

INTERCONTINENTAL.
J

2016-2025. which serves everyone

as Jordan's first strategic
document for improving
human rights conditions.
These  institutions  have
evaluated the comprehensive
national plan twice. He
clarified that the consultation
series aims to formulate
a shared and consensus-
driven vision for improving
this reality by ensuring clear

Mansour: Coordinator of the
Jordanian Alliances: stated
that this meeting aims to build

common ground with the
government and national
institutions: considering
civil ~society institutions

national understandings as  experienced  entities
and  priorities for the contributing to the
Comprehensive Periodic Comprehensive Periodic

Review of human rights.
He affirmed the interest of
everyone in advancing the
human rights path in Jordan.

Mansour highlighted

Review  mechanism. He
praised the efforts of the
government team and the
Human Rights Unit at the
Prime Minister's Office in the

responsibilities and roles for

the pursuit of maximizing consultative meetings.

(A Year on Modernization forum
continues to discuss progress

AMMAN

Saturday: August 26, marked
the second day of "A Year
on Modernization" forum
which is currently held by
the government. to mark the
Ist anniversary of launching
Economic Modernization
Vision (EMV) and  the
Public Sector Modernization
Roadmap.

Within Saturday’s activities:
15 working sessions will be
held: focusing on Jordan as a
global destination( investment:
quality of life. public sector
modernization, high-value

industries:  entrepreneurship
and innovation and future
services: Jordan News Agency:
Petra reported.

Other key subjects in
discussion include sustainable
resources; women's eConomic
participation. agriculture and
food security: social protection:
government  services  and
digitization and sustainable
environment.

Over 600 participants. who
drafted Jordan's visions of
economic and administrative
modernization are taking part
in the forum.
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Daeshys quiet resurgence in South Syria

Full Spectrum jordan:
A returning threat

e _T ‘-.‘-ﬁ-r r‘."l
UlaiL |8

In an interview recently on Al-
Mamlaka: US General Mark A. Milley:
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Stafk
stated that US forces have a limited
presence in Syria and are there to fight
Daesh. So: is Daesh back? How do we
know? And is this a threat to Jordan?

In Syriac the resurgence of Daesh's
Wilayat Houran (the name of the
South Syria branch of Daesh) has
been quietly unfolding in the south.
Since the beginning of 2022 this
extremist group has been methodically
enhancing its presence: particularly
in areas surrounding Dera’a; Badiyat
As-Suwaida; and Syrian Badia. This
rebuilding has remained quiet for several
reasons: largely due to communications.
Global media attention has shifted
away from stories on Syria; Daesh: and
extremism. Even Milley’s interview was
covered on European mediabecause ofhis
comments on Ukraine: not on the Middle
East. Also. Daesh has changed its media
strategy and is no longer announcing its
actions with videos and social media: but
subtly acting without fanfare. It refrains
from publicly announcing or claiming
responsibility for its operations in the
south: avoiding unwanted attention and
troop reinforcements in the region. This
clandestine strategy allows it to maintain
its operational tempo while evading the
spotlight. For Daesh: the media strategy
was always part of their overall strategy.

Three things you should know

A Short History of Daesh in South
Syria

While Daesh had a very strong
presence in north: northeast. and central
Syria it never really expanded the same
way in the south of Syria. Its expansion
and presence in the south happened
gradually through local fighting groups
that swore allegiance - primarily the two
main groups of Shuhada’a Al Yarmouk
and Islamic Muthanna Movement:
merging later with other Islamic groups
and creating what would be known as the
Khalid Bin Al Walid Army (Jaysh Khalid
Bin Al Walid). The existence of these
groups was marred with internal divisions
andin-fighting with other Islamic groups:
most notably Nusra Front: affiliated with
Al-Qaeday as well as the rebel Free Army.
When the Russian backed disarmament
was underway. most areas were back
under the control of the Syrian regime
forces: with most of the fighters agreeing
to leave to Northern areas. The last area
and group to refuse to negotiate or agree
on the disarmament deal was the Khalid
Bin Al Walid Brigade - eventually the
Syrian regime forces were able to expel
and eradicate them from the south.
However. we now know that from 2018
until recently the group merely kept a
low profile and camouflaged its presence
in the violent chaos in the Syrian South.

What is Happening Now:

Wilayat Haroun has shown itself
capable of carrying out complex
operations — especially when targeting
military units. Overall: it targets military
units, local armed groups and any
figurehead deemed a “collaborator”
with the regime. However. it is still
focused on regrouping and rebuilding;
especially militarily. and especially in
the south. It is still in ‘startup’ mode and
therefore unstable; but working on its
organizational infrastructure. A strong
structure is necessary not only for attacks
but because it is facing a lot of major
players — Russia: Assad regime forces:
Iran backed militias: local armed groups:
and tribal forces. Add to this also the
US forces Killey is referencing in his Al-
Mamlaka interview. The group's reliance

on "safe houses" scattered throughout
the south serves as a foundation for their
activities. These safe houses function as
hubs for operations as well as housing
"Muhajereen”  fighters (those who
migrate or immigrate to live and fight
within the Islamic State). The network
of decentralized: secret safe houses
peppered throughout the south make any
attempted analysis or evaluation of the
threat they pose much more complex.

The group has also displayed self-
reliance in financing its operations. It
depends on the spoils of its activities: such
as looting from military troops. armed
groups. ransoms: and donations or
forced “donations” from local residents.
These gains allow them a degree of
independence and unpredictability.

There is no evidence connecting
Wilayet Houran to any drug trafficking
in the southi which is primarily
monopolized by Iran-backed groups and
armed forces tied to the Assad regime.
There is also not evidence so far of
outside funding.

Wilayet Houran is still antagonistic
towards other Islamist groups: and
views the presence of HTS in the south
very suspiciously: believing it is there for
fighting them and not the regime.

How Can It Impact Jordan?

Jordan views the resurgence of Wilayat
Houran as a grave threat. The possibility
of fighters crossing the border and
launching attacks within Jordan drives
constant attention and resources from
Jordan. This adds additional danger to
the border which is already facing an
onslaught of Captagon and Crystal meth
smuggling in goods: armed attempts:
and even drones. While no evidence
shows a tie to drug smuggling: how long
until attempted weapons smuggling or
trafficking of fighters becomes an issue?

While there is no concrete evidence of
Jordanian nationals within the group's
ranks in the south of Syria: recruitment
efforts in Jordan remain a concern:
driven by high youth unemployment
and the allure of extremist ideologies.
Jordanian authorities have noted spikes in
recruitment potential. especially during
times of increased tensions in Palestine
and instances of perceived injustice: such
as the burning of the Quran in Sweden.
This underscores the group's capacity to
exploit disenfranchisement and anger
among disaffected youth.

Againc a lot is known by tracking
the communication strategy. Daesh’s
recruitment strategy involves direct
grooming through Jihadi forum and
still rely on their old operational method
- attacks through inspiration rather
communication. For Jordan: this is an
additional threat at the border: a possible
destabilizer of the region. a violent
force which could target Jordan itself:
and a dangerous potential recruiter of
Jordanian youth who may be susceptible
to their methods. My Take Jordan
realized a lot of this back in 2014 when
we saw armed groups in South Syria.
For years: Jordan put almost 70 percent
of its military resources on the border
with Syria because of armed groups and
extremism. Jordan is already dealing
with the massive smuggling attempts at
the border: and still hosting hundreds of
thousands of Syrian refugees: even in the
face of declining international support for
those same refugees. Jordan is exhausted
but still carrying on. Internal issues of
the economy and new reform efforts also
require attention: especially since the
vulnerable groups that are the targets of
the reforms could also be the target of
Daesh recruiting.

|

NEWS

Miyahuna to introduce monthly

AMMAN

The Jordan Water
Company (Miyahuna) is
gearing up for a significant
transformation: switching
from quarterly to monthly
water billing in various
provinces: including
Amman; starting  this
September. The  aim

of this transition is to

streamline water services
and  enhance  billing
accuracy.

The Ministry of
Water and Irrigation
in  collaboration  with
Miyahuna and private
sector partners;  is
actively ~ preparing for
this change. Originally
planned for January: the
transition was postponed
to September due to
logistical challenges.
This shift is expected to
significantly improve
water billing accuracy and
overall service efficiency
in Jordan: Khaberni News
reported.

T

Lo 7

water billing system [rom September

Army apprehends four
Infiltrators at Southern horder

AMMAN

The Southern
Military Zone: in a joint
operation with specialized
security military units
apprehended four
individuals attempting to
cross the southern border:
two of whom held Uzbek

nationality. while  the
remaining two were of
Kazakh origin.

Subsequently.  the
detainees were handed
over to  appropriate
authorities for further
processing: Jordan News
Agency: Petra reported.

The source underscored
the resolute commitment
of the Armed Forces to
swiftly and resolutely
respond to any attempt at
infiltration or illicit border

activities. The paramount
objective  remains the

preservation of national
security by safeguarding

the country's borders from
potential threats.

Jordanms oll bill down In Ha 2023 - Doy

AMMAN
The value of the
Kingdom's  oil  bill
decreased during the
first half of 2023 by 15.6
percent; the Department

of  Statistics (DoS)
announced.

According to the DoS
foreign trade report

value of the Kingdom's
imports of crude oilc its
derivatives and mineral
oils went down to reach
about JD1.531 billion;
compared to about
JD1.813 billion for the
same period last year:
Jordan News Agency:
Petra reported.

Crude oil derivative
imports

The decrease in the
Kingdom's imports
of crude oil and its
derivatives  contributed
to the decline in the value
of the Kingdom's imports

during the first half of
2023.

According to
data; fuel and mineral
oils accounted for the
largest share of all the
Kingdom's imports of oil

DoS

derivatives; amounting
to about JD558 million:
followed by crude oil
with a value of JD362
million and then spirits
of "gasoline" by about
JD308 million.

Meanwhile; the
Kingdom's imports
of diesel amounted to
about JD284 million: in
addition to lubricants:
which amounted to about
JD19 million.
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