Yemeni forces gain

control of Bab al-Mandab

in operation targeting
Houthis: spokesperson
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Yemen's Rashad Al-Alimi
announces all-out
military campaign to
retake Houthi-held areas

Afghans yet to
receive ‘genuine
justice’ for Western
coalition abuses: HRW
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Co-pilot planned
==& FlyDubai attack hefore
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Aighans yel to receive ‘genuine justice’
for Western coalition abuses: HRW

ONDON: Afghans subjected to war

crimes and human rights abuses by
US-led coalition forces in the country
have not received “genuine justice.”
Human Rights Watch has said.

The organization cited “beatings:
humiliation: waterboarding; prolonged
sleep deprivation: and mock executions”
among numerous crimes committed
following the invasion of Afghanistan in
the wake of the 911/ terror attacks on the
Us.

“Twenty-five years on: Afghans tortured
in US custody and families of those
wrongfully killed still have no clear path
for filing a claim or receiving redress
from the US government.” said Patricia
Grossman senior associate Asia director
at HRW.

“Successive US administrations have
swept grave abuses under the rug
leaving those most affected with neither
compensation nor justice.”

The US and its allies were governed
by the 1949 Geneva Conventions:
the UN Convention Against Torture:
and international human rights and
humanitarian law “which prohibits
summary executions: torture and
other ill-treatment; and deliberate or
indiscriminate attacks on civilians.”
HRW said.

In Australiac six years after the
Independent Afghanistan Inquiry: just
two arrests into the alleged killing of
civilians have been made: and no trial
has begun. None of the families involved
have received compensation.
Meanwhilee  HRW  said the UK
government “had tried to prevent any
prosecutions” of special forces accused

of killing Afghan civilians “by covering
up crimes and shutting down criminal
inquiries. An independent inquiry
into the Afghanistan allegations was
eventually established in December
2022 but its scope was limited to three
years: 20102013-.”

Local “strongmen” backed by the US
had also carried out extensive human
rights abusesc HRW added.

Under the protection of the then-
Afghan government: these figures “were
responsible for serious abuses: including
attacksoncivilians: thetortureandrapeof
detainees: and enforced disappearances.
Local militias funded and trained by
US forces and CIA-run Afghan ‘strike
forces’ carried out summary executions
and disappearances.”

The Taliban too« were condemned by
HRW for their abuse of Afghan civilians:
especially their targeting of women:
embassies and hotels among other
establishments.

“The Taliban’s use of indiscriminate
improvised explosive devices on public
roads and in populated areas was a
leading cause of civilian deaths and
injuries.” HRW said.

“The Taliban did not hold their
personnel to account for abuses. Other
armed groups: including an Islamic State
(Daesh) affiliate; carried out suicide
attacks targeting the Hazara and other
minority communities.”

Despite an International Criminal Court
investigation into human rights abuses
and war crimes: in recent years much
of that has focused on the activity of the
Taliban and Daesh: largely ignoring the
role of coalition forcess HRW said.

“In October 2025, the UN Human Rights
Council crucially decided to establish an
independent investigative mechanism
for Afghanistan to collect: consolidate:
preserve: and analyze evidence of past
and ongoing international crimes by all
parties; and to prepare files to facilitate
future prosecutions,” HRW said.

“UN leadership should ensure the
mechanism receives adequate resources
and begins its investigations without
delay.

“Judicial authorities abroad should
engage with the mechanism to ensure
that its work includes consultations
with  Afghan survivors of abuses:
including women and girls and supports
prosecutions of those implicated in
serious international crimes.”
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Yemeni foxces 2ain control of Bab al-Mandab
In operation fargefing Houthis: Spokesperson

UBAIL: Yemeni
government
forces claim to have
seized control of the
strategic Bab al-Mandab

strait in a military
operation targeting
Houthi personnel
and capabilities; their
spokesperson said on
Monday.

The spokesperson said
the Giants Brigades and
Nation’s Shield Forces
had taken control of
the area as part of the
operation; named “Dawn
of Yemen”.

Government forces also

claim to have taken
control of Dhu Bab
airport and  secured

control over the road
linking Dhu Bab with
Mokha: the spokesperson
said.

Hundreds of Houthi
fighters ~ who  were
surrounded in Dhu Bab
had been called on to
surrender, while some
fighters fled by boat: the
spokesperson said.

The operation remains
ongoing to achieve its
operational  objectives:
the spokesperson added.

'‘Operation Dawn  of
Yemen'

Yemen's President
Rashad Al Alimi

declared a a large-scale
operation called "Dawn
of Yemen" to target
Houthi capabilities.
The President of the
Leadership Council said
the operation is to restore
state institutions liberate
Sana’a: and end the coup.
"With the will of our
people: the bravery of our
forces: and the support
of our brothers: Yemen
will move toward a new
dawn" vowed Al-Alimi

on Monday.

The Yemeni Armed
Forces said earlier this
morning  that  they
launched new strikes
against areas  under
Houthi control to seize
state institutions from

Houthi control and put
an end to the group's

coup.
“Our  armed  forces
continue their military
operations across various
combat axes and fronts
according to approved
plans.  Our armed
forces executed 1.122
targets on Houthi militia
infastructure across
the Saada: Al-Jawf and
Taiz” said spokesperson
for Yemeni  Armed
Forces Maj. Gen. Majed
Abdullah Al-Nuzaili in a
post on X.

“According  to  field
reports, these operations
resulted in neutralizing
1.747 militia elements
and  destroying  or
disabling 364 military
vehicles: equipment: and
supply transport units.”
he said.

Houthi militias have been
surrounded in Bab al
Mandab and on Mayun
island¢ as government
forces  continue  to
advance northward along
the western coast and
towards the city of Mokha

according to Al Arabiya.
On Sunday. Al-Alimi
announced the launch
of military operations to
recapture the country’s
remaining territories
under Houthi control.
“Today we are embarking
on a decisive phase in the
history of our nation.” Al-
Alimi said adding that
the state had made “great
sacrifices” in choosing the
path of peace.

Al- Alimi said the
operations were aimed at
restoring security. rights
and dignity to citizens in
areas controlled by the
Houthis stressing that
those citizens were not
targets of the military
operations.

The Coalition to Support

Legitimacy in Yemen
also vowed to continue
providing  operational

support to Yemeni forces
until the country’s state
institutions are restored
and the threat posed
by the Houthi militia is
eliminated.

ORU-AYGYR.

Kyrgyzstan: 'The  sun
had barely risen. but diving
volunteer Elizaveta Bodrova
was already raring to plunge
into the cold waters of Lake
Issyk-Kuli where the ruins of
a once-thriving city have lain
submerged for centuries.
Situated on an ancient trading
route between China and
Europe: little is known about
the history of the settlement
under Kyrgyzstan’s largest
lake or how it came to be
flooded an estimated 800 years
ago.

sunken Silk Road CllY l‘ﬁVGﬂlS Cellll‘ﬂl Asia’s lost history

“In fact these are still in use

today in Central Asia and the

Caucasus.”

said Menshikov:

pointing to it as evidence of
the daily life in the city.

Although
researchers

known to
since the 19th

century: the site has only been

systematically

explored in

recent years by Russian and
Kyrgyz teams.

The
their
understanding

researchers hope
work will improve
of Central

Asian history.
“You could compare this
research to that of Pompeii.”

Together with a team of
around 20 scientists Bodrova

is helping uncover its past

findings that could shape our

understanding of the history of
Central Asia and beyond.

“The visibility isn’t very good
today: but I hope we’ll still be
able to find the boundary of the
settlement.” the 42-year-old
told AFP with a smile. before
hopping off a motorboat into
the depths below.

The projecti which began
in 2024 and is funded by
the Russian Academy of
Sciences. is the first major
exploration of the site since it
was rediscovered in the 19th
century.

‘Blind spot’

The settlement is located at

the heart of what was once
the Silk Road: a trading route
that linked China to the
Mediterranean from the 2nd
century BC until the mid-15th
century.

Although often associated
with nomads; what is now
Kyrgyzstan has been inhabited
by  multiple civilizations
throughout its history. among
them Turkic dynasties that
traded between Europe and
China.

“This is actually a blind spot in
history: even though it is right
in the center of Central Asia.”
expedition director Maxim
Menshikovi who was steering
the boat: said of the ruins.

“It is a very important chapter

in the history of humankind.
because it was the period that
linked East and West during
the Middle Ages. The Silk
Road is not merely the history
of a single region: it is the
history of Eurasia as a whole.”
he added.

The section of Silk Road that
passed through the settlement
during its existence is thought
to have been under the control
of the Karakhanids. a Turkic
dynasty that controlled much
of Central Asia from the 9th to
early 13th centuries.
Researchers believe the city:
the name and population of
which are not known: may
have covered up to five square
kilometers (nearly two square

miles). Accurately dating the
remains has been difficult.

But traces of two cemeteries
discovered at the site suggest
they were built during the early
Islamization of the region.

Among  the  discovered
remains was a decorated public
building: possibly a mosque:
public bath or religious school.

‘Like ‘Pompeii

After several hours scouring
the lakebed: the  divers
returned to dry land with their
spoils: the remains of animal
bones and pottery shards.

“Thebonesthathavebeenfound
will enable archaeologists to
determine their diet and age

of the remains: as well as the
diet of the people who lived
in this region” said Viktor
Pozdnyakov. a diver and
laboratory assistant on the
expedition team.

“The pottery will enable us to
date the finds and determine
the approximate period more
precisely. And: of course
to understand where it was
produced: how and by what
method.”  the 22-year-old
added.

Back at base: the artifacts are
carefully preserved: catalogued
and recorded.

Among those in  better
condition was a child’s
chamber poti known as a
“tuvaq.”

said Menshikov: referring to
the largely preserved ruins of
an ancient Roman city buried
by an eruption of Mount
Vesuvius in 79 AD.

“They had a highly developed
civilization and culture. And
in an instant. nature simply
destroyed it alli” he said.

What submerged the city
under Issyk-Kul remains a
mystery.

Among the theories is that the
settlement sank to the bottom
ofthelake followingalandslide:
or that it was gradually flooded
bya “tectonic dam” — a natural
damming of a water body that
could have occurred following
an earthquake.

The probable cause was a “past
seismic disaster.” said Andrei
Strelnikov: a geologist with the
Russian Academy of Sciences.
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Yemen’s Rashad Al-Alimi announces all-out
military campaign to retake Houthi-held areas

L-MUKALLA: Yemen’s

Presidential Leadership
Council Chairman Rashad Al- Alimi
on Sunday announced the launch
of military operations to retake
all Yemeni territory controlled
by the Iran-backed Houthis: as
government forces engaged in fierce
fighting with the group around the
strategic city of Taiz.

In a televised address broadcast
on state media; Al-Alimi said he
had ordered government forces to
begin large-scale operations aimed
at restoring state control across the
country.

He said the actions were “in
fulfillment of our constitutional
responsibility to safeguard the
sovereignty of the republic and
its citizens: and pursuant to the
decisions of the National Defense

Council.”
“I  announce  today  the
commencement of military

operations to reclaim the remaining
territories of the republic and to
extend the authority of the state
and its institutions across the entire
national territory.” he said.

Al- Alimi said the operations would
continue until government authority
was restored.

“We have issued directives to the
armed forces: security services and
all military formations to begin
executing their assigned missions in
accordance with approved plans:
until the country is liberated from
the yoke of the terrorist militia.”

He stressed that the campaign was
not directed against any particular
Yemeni region: sect or tribe; but was
intended to end Houthi control and
restore state authority.

Al-Alimi urged fighters serving
alongside the Houthis to lay down
their weapons and take advantage
of an amnesty offered to those who
defect.

“I reiterate to you that this is not
a war against our people in Sanaa
Saada; Hodeidah« Amran¢ Dhamar:
Ibb or any other province: nor is it a
war againstany sect or tribe.” he said.

“This is the state’s battle for its
citizens: torestoreitsinstitutionsand
rectify the errors of the past.”

He added: “Our commitment to
a safe return and the announced

amnesty remains open to anyone
who lays down their arms: ceases
fighting within the ranks of the
militias and returns to their family
and homeland: in accordance with
the announced procedures.”

Al- Alimisaidoneofhisgovernment’s
top priorities would be to resume
paying public-sector salaries and
settle outstanding arrears.

He also thanked Saudi Arabia for its
support.

“Atthis national moment we cannot
but express our profound gratitude
to our loyal brethren in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia — leadership:
government and people — who
stood by Yemen during its most
trying times.” he said.

Shortly before the speech: Saudi
Arabia announced a new financial
assistance package worth more than
SR224 million ($59.7 million) for
the Yemeni government to help pay
salaries; cover operating expenses:
reduce the budget deficit and
support the economy.

The announcement came as fighting
intensified around a key road linking
Taiz with the southern port city of
Aden.

Residents told Arab News that the
road¢ which passes through Al-
Turbah south of Taiz: had been cut
off by heavy fighting as the Houthis

At Oct 7 memorial, Netanyahu Says
will be no Hamas rule in Gaza

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

sought to seize it and isolate the
city.

Yemeni political analysts and
military officials said the long-
anticipated declaration of large-
scale operations reflected the failure
of efforts to persuade the Houthis
to halt their military activities and
reach a political settlement.

Najeeb Ghallab: undersecretary
at Yemen’s Information Ministry:
told Arab News that despite the
UN-brokered truce that took effect
in April 2022, the Houthis had
continued expanding militarily
while rejecting peace efforts and
calls for deescalation.

He said the internationally
recognized government had been
left with little choice but to resume
military operations.

“This announcement indicates that
the legitimate government and the
Yemeni people have become fully
convinced that the Houthis have
rejected all paths to peace: persisting
instead in building their military
strength to wage war and relentlessly
striving to weaken the legitimate
government and the Yemeni state
itself.” Ghallab said.

He added that the Houthis had
extended the conflict beyond Yemen
by targeting international shipping
in waters off the country.

“The Houthis have moved toward
escalation in service of the Iranian

agenda and its conflict with the
US; consequently. the Republic
of Yemen has been compelled to
declare war as the only option to
defend itself and protect its people.”
he said.

Fatehi bin Lazerq: editor of the
Aden Al-Ghad newspaper: said the
government’s declaration of large-
scale military operations had come
as a last resort after peace efforts
failed.

“Over the past few years: the
Houthis worked on developing
their military capabilities. while
the legitimate government and
the coalition focused on the peace
process. believing that peace with
the Houthis was possible.” bin
Lazerq told Arab News.

Hesaid the Houthishad increasingly
linked their military actions inside
Yemen to Iran’s regional agenda and
its conflicts with the US and Israel.

“The coalition and the legitimate
government have reached an
impasse: as the Houthis are acting in
accordance with a foreign agenda.”
he said.

“Consequently: the option of peace
has collapsed: leaving war as the
only remaining: albeit highly costly:
option.”

Bin Lazerq said government forces
could defeat the Houthis only
through “real and coordinated
operations” across all fronts.

Yemeni army officers fighting the
Houthis said they had long awaited
such a declaration, arguing that
it would allow the government to
mobilize forces and resources more
effectively.

Brig. Yahya Al-Hatemi director of
the Yemeni army’s military media
told Arab News that the coming
hours would be “decisive.” with a
large-scale mobilization of forces
and intensified strikes against the
Houthis.

“This is a decision of utmost
importance.” he said.

“It rapidly paves the way for military
mobilization and the massing of
forces: granting the Yemeni armed
forces the upper hand to achieve
strategic gains on the ground and
put an end to this rebellion.”

on Monday vowed there would be no Hamas

(Co-pilot planned FlyDubai attack beiore
hired by airline, two Israell officials say

News

Who will pay the price
for «buying time»
first-Washington

or Tehran?

o

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Has a war of economic attrition begun
between Washington and Tehran? Has the
impact of the economic blockade reached
the core of the Iranian economy: or do
current events remain within the realm of
mutual pressure and each side’s attempt to
demonstrate its resilience?

The resignation of Iranian Oil Minister
Mohsen Paknejad: announced by Tehran
just days ago: cannot be viewed in isolation
from the complex economic and political
landscape Iran is currently navigating.
Although the official narrative attributes the
resignation to personal reasons—noting that
the minister had submitted it some time ago—
its timing, amidst a months-long conflict
and immense pressure on the energy sector:
raises broader questions regarding the extent
of the attrition now affecting key sectors of
the Iranian economy. Hamid Bord: CEO of
the National Iranian Oil Company: has been
appointed acting oil minister.

This brings back into focus the resignation of
Central Bank of Iran Governor Mohammad
Reza Farzin in late 2025. That move occurred
during one of the Iranian economy's most
critical juncturesi marked by the rial’s
collapse to record lows: inflation soaring
to approximately 40%: and the outbreak of
widespread protests driven by economic
grievances.

Yet: the pivotal question remains: Are
we witnessing the onset of a genuine war
of economic attrition? Indicators suggest
that this attrition is already underway:
though it is not affecting only one side. Iran
faces pressure on its oil exports; financial
resources; currency: and domestic economy:
while the United States: for its part. is
paying a high price to maintain the flow of
trade and energy in the region. The Strait
of Hormuz serves as the clearest example of
this; even as crude oil flows through the strait
approach pre-war levels: the flow of refined
products—particularly diesel—remains
far below previous levels. This implies
that the recovery of crude oil shipments
does not equate to a return to normalcy
for the energy market: as the world does
not consume crude oil directly but rather
requires it to be refined into products such
as dieselc gasoline: and jet fuel. Herein lies
the paradox: while Washington has managed
to secure the passage of some vessels through
military arrangements and safe corridors—
and shipping companies have resorted to
alternative routes and ship-to-ship transfers
outside the strait—these measures do not
represent a return to standard navigation.

rule in Gaza as he attended a memorial event
marking three years since the militant group’s
October 7. 2023 attack.

Monday is a national day of remembrance for
the deadliest day in Israel’s history. with flags
lowered to half-mast on public buildings from
6:29 amu the time the attack began.

Speaking during a state ceremony at the
Mount Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem
Netanyahu said “we have achieved enormous
accomplishments: but there are still missions
ahead of usc and we intend to complete them”.
“There will be no Hamas rule in Gaza.” he
added: vowing to continue targeting anyone
who was involved in the attack or who held
hostages. The Hamas-led attack resulted in the
deaths of 1:221 people: according to an AFP
tally based on official Israeli figures. Militants
also dragged 251 hostages into Gazac 44 of
them already dead.

In response: Israel launched a massive military
offensive that has killed more than 74,200
people in Gaza: according to the territory’s
health ministryc which is under Hamas
authority and whose figures are considered
reliable by the United Nations.

Since a ceasefire was declared last October:
Israeli forces have killed more than 1:440
people in Gaza: according to the ministry.
Plans for Gaza’s post-war governance have
begun to take shape: but the issue remains
largely unresolved in practice.

Since Hamas’s October 2023 attack: Israel has
fought wars on several fronts: including against
Iran-backed Hezbollah in Lebanon.

During his speech on Monday: Netanyahu also
vowed to keep striking Hezbollah to “create an
opportunity for peace with a country whose
people: for the most part. want peace with us”.

co-pilot who stabbed his
captain in an alleged attempt
to crash the plane last week told
UAE interrogators he planned
the attack before being hired
by the airline: according to two
Israeli officials with knowledge
of the probe.
A third source briefed on the
UAE probe said the co-pilot: an
Omani nationali had planned
to crash Wednesday's flight
into Ben Gurion airport near
Tel Aviv. He had also operated
a flight to Tel Aviv earlier this
year and intended to hijack and
crash the plane then: but opted
not to: the source added.
It was not immediately clear
why the co-pilot changed his
mind on that previous flight.
although the co-pilot is thought
to have known someone
onboard: the source said.
All of the sources spoke on
condition of anonymity to
discuss the investigation. UAE
and Israeli authorities did
not immediately respond to a
request for comment: nor did
flydubai.
The co-pilot of flydubai flight
FZ1073¢ which was bound
for Israel from Dubai last
Wednesday: attacked the pilot
with an emergency crash axe:
the United Arab Emirates
prosecutor general has said

]ERUSALEM: The FlyDubai

calling the incident a "terrorist
attack’.

Two sources have said the
co-pilot is an Omani national
named Hamam al-Hammami.
Israeli officials have not named
the co-pilot but have said he is
from Oman. UAE authorities
and flydubai have not publicly
disclosed the co-pilot's identity.
Reuters has not been able
to independently reach al-
Hammamic who is in UAE
custodyc for comment. The
UAE has not announced any
formal charges against him
and it is not known if he has
appointed legal counsel. Oman
has not commented on the
incident.

The two Israeli officials said
the co-pilot told interrogators
that he had applied for a job
at Dubai state-owned flydubai
after searching for airlines that
fly to Tel Aviv.

The third source said that Israel
was being continuously updated
about the investigation from the
UAE.

Disaster on board flight FZ1073
was averted after passengers
and crew subdued the co-pilot.
The pilot. Indian national Smit
Machchhar. survived the attack
and has been hailed as a hero for
managing to open the cockpit
door. The plane was carrying
more than 170 passengers and
crew. most of them Israeli.

Egypt, Eriirea, Sudan and
Somalia leaders reaifirm Red
jea navigation, sovereignty

EW ALAMEIN: “This is not a summit

directed against any third party.” former
Egyptian assistant foreign minister Hussein
Haridy told Arab News as the leaders of Egypt
Eritrea; Sudan and Somalia gathered in New
Alamein on Sunday amid mounting tensions in
the Horn of Africa.

“Rather. it is a consultative gathering held

without a formal agenda.” Haridy said: adding
thatthe meetingwasintended to exchange views
on developments in the Horn of Africa and
Gulf of Aden and their political and economic
implications.
Rakha Ahmed Hassan: another former
Egyptian assistant foreign minister. said the
summit came at a particularly critical moment
following the sharp deterioration in relations
between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

The two countries severed diplomatic relations
on Oct. 1 after Ethiopia ordered the closure of
its embassy in Asmara and expelled 10 Eritrean
diplomats. accusing Eritrea of supporting
armed opposition groups. Eritrea rejected
the allegations and responded by cutting
diplomatic ties.

Hassan also rejected Ethiopian accusations of
Egyptian interference.

“Egypt respects the sovereignty of all nations
and does not interfere in internal affairs.” he
said: describing the accusations as baseless and
unsupported by evidence.

He said Egypt did not oppose development
in Africa but objected to actions it considered
contrary to international law.

Red Sea security: Hassan added: had become
another major concern amid the latest regional
tensions.




Al-Balga Applied University Team Crowned
Arab Champions in Embedded Systems

alt

The team from the Faculty of Artificial Intelligence at
Al-Balqa Applied University was crowned Arab champion
after securing first place in the Embedded Systems category
at the Arab Artificial Intelligence Olympiad. The event was
held in Alexandria: featuring over 120 contestants from

Ajloun Cable Car Offers 25% Discount
to Teachers and Their Families

jloun

The Ajloun Cable Car has announced a 25% discount
on tickets for teachers and their families in honor of
World Teachers' Day. According to a statement by the
cable car management. the offer applies to school trips:
the Teachers' Club. and Ministry of Education staff and

/

various Arab universities.

Tuesday

Introductory Session on the Al-
Hussein Bin Abdullah II Award

for Voluntary Work in Al-Koura

rbid

The Irbid Governorate
Youth Directorate—in
cooperation with the
Directorate of Education
and the Deir Abi Saeed
Comprehensive School
for Girls—organized
an introductory session
on the fourth cycle of
the Al-Hussein Bin
Abdullah 1T Award for
Voluntary Work. The
event. held at the Deir
Abi Saeed Model Youth
Center for Girlsc was
attended by 85 teachers
serving as liaison officers
for the Al-Koura District
Education Directorate.
The session was
presented by the Award’s
ambassadorsc Dima Al-
Shuraida and Yasmin Al-
Shuraida. They outlined
the Award’s key themes:
objectives: participation
criteria: and registration
procedures. They also
explained the application
stages and the
opportunities the Award
offers participants to
transform their voluntary
ideas and initiatives into
projects that create a
tangible impact on the
community.
Furthermore: the
session highlighted the
importance of volunteer
work in  developing
personal and leadership
skills and fostering a
spirit of initiative and
social  responsibility.
Attendees were also
given the opportunity
to ask questions and
discuss various aspects
of participating in the
Award.

personnel: running from Monday until November 15.
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To enhance the eificiency of transporting mining products and reduce
transport costs, thereby boosting the competitiveness oi Jordanian exports.

The King and the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi witness the laying
01 the foundation Stone for the Aqaba-Shidiya-Mayan railway.

@The project seeks to consolidate the position of the Port of Agaba
as a regional hub for transport and logistics.

qaba

On Monday:. His Majesty
King Abdullah II and His
Highness Sheikh  Khaled
bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi and Chairman
of the Abu Dhabi Executive
Councilc  witnessed  the
groundbreaking  ceremony
for the Aqaba-Shidiya-Ma’an
railway  project—one  of
Jordan’s most significant rail
transport initiatives.
The project aims to enhance
the efficiency of transporting
mining products and reduce
transport  costsc thereby
boosting the competitiveness
of Jordanian exports and
solidifying the Port of Aqaba’s
position as a regional hub for
transport and logistics.
In its first phase: the project
is expected to transport
approximately 13  million
tons of phosphate annually
from Shidiya to Aqaba. It
will also integrate with the
Ma’an Dry Port project by
enabling the highly efficient
transport of various goods
between Aqaba and Ma’an.
This project is a key
component of the broader
plan to establish a national
railway network and stands
as one of the flagship
initiatives of the Economic
Modernization Vision.
The  project is being
constructed and
implemented by the Jordan-

Emirati Railway Company:
a partnership formed by
a group of Jordanian and
Emirati  companies and
institutions.

During the groundbreaking
ceremony. His  Majesty
heard an address by Dr.
Mohammad Thneibat.
Chairman of the Jordan-
Emirati Railway Company.
He highlighted the project's
significance. noting  that
it represents a confident
vision for comprehensive
economic: investment. and
logistical advancement:
while embodying the deep
historical ties between Jordan
and the UAE.
He also
the  projects

underscored
strategic
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developmental role:
particularly in enhancing
transport sector efficiency:
reducing operational costs:
and opening new investment
avenues that foster economic
growth and create job
opportunities for Jordanians.
For his partc Shadi Malek—
Vice Chairman of the Board
of the Jordan-UAE Railway
Company and CEO of Etihad
Rail—stated that the project
is not merely a railway
line. but a new economic
artery connecting Jordan’s
resources and production
hubs to the Port of Aqaba and
global markets.

He added that the project
enhances the competitiveness
of Jordanian exports: opens

i o I

new horizons for investment
and job opportunitiesc and
solidifies Agaba’s position as
a strategic gateway for trade

and growth.
Last Aprilc  strategic
agreements were  signed

between Jordan and the UAE
to construct a 360-kilometer
railway network for
transporting phosphate and
potash exports from Al-
Shidiya and Ghor Al-Safi to
Agaba.

The groundbreaking
ceremony was attended by
Prime Minister Dr. Jafar
Hassan: the Director of the
Office of His Majesty. Eng.
Alaa Batayneh: and a number
of ministers and officials
from both countries.

Madaba Municipality Hosts
Mediterranean (ities Network Meeting

Madaba
The Greater Madaba Municipality hosted

ameeting of the Mediterranean Cities Network:
attended by the network’s Secretary-General
Alex Vilaturo. and Coordinator. Federica
Giardina.

According to a statement released on Monday:
the Head of the Municipal Committee. Haitham
Juwainat. emphasized the importance of the
partnership with the Mediterranean Cities
Network. He highlighted its role in supporting
cities facilitating the exchange of expertise:
and leveraging international experiences in
areas such as sustainable development. the
environment: and urban planning.

During the meeting: Juwainat announced the
commencement of rehabilitation work on Al-
Karama Hall. Funded by a Spanish grant. the
project aims to upgrade and prepare the hall to
serve as a community facility for the residents
of Madaba. hosting a variety of cultural. social
and community activities.

He congratulated the network’s Secretary-
General on assuming his new role and
expressed appreciation for the cooperation and
support provided by the Spanish government:
the Spanish Embassy. and the Spanish Agency
for International Development Cooperation
(AECID). The meeting also explored
possibilities for supporting and upgrading the
Club for People with Physical Disabilities and
the park adjacent to Al-Karama Hall.

Ramtha

On Monday. the Water
Diplomacy Center at the
Jordan University of Science
and Technology (JUST) held
a regional training workshop
titled "Transboundary Climate
Diplomacy: Climate-Resilient
Integrated ~Water
Management: Disaster
Reduction.
Solutions.” The event was held
under the patronage of JUST
President Dr. Khalid El-Salem
and attended by specialists and
representatives from countries
participating in the "Blue Peace
in the Middle East" initiative.
Running until October 14: the
workshop is organized by the
Center within the framework
of the "Blue Peace in the
Middle East" capacity-building
project. Supported by the Swiss
government—through the
Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC)—the
initiative aims to strengthen
regional capacities to address
the escalating impacts
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climate change on shared water
resources.
JUST  Vice

President  Dr.
Ahmad  Al-Ajlouni  stated
that climate change and water
scarcity are  interconnected
regional challenges: given their
significant impact on water
and food security. sustainable
development. and  regional
stability.

He highlighted the pivotal
role played by the Water
Diplomacy Center in bridging
scientific knowledge: policy:
and development. as well as

of providinga platform for regional

dialogue and cooperation. He
also commended the support
providedbythe "BluePeaceinthe
Middle East" initiative and the
Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation for efforts to
enhance collaboration within
the water sector. For his part.
the Center’s Director. Dr.
Mutawakil Obeidat. emphasized
the workshop's importance in
bringing together specialists
and practitioners from across
the region to exchange expertise
and  knowledge  regarding
challenges facing shared water
resources.
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Andrea Bocelli to Perform
In Petra on November 27

etra

Italian maestro Andrea Bocelli will
perform a concert in Petra on November 27 as
part of his "Romanza" world tour: celebrating
the 30th anniversary of his artistic career.
The concert is organized by the Friends of
Jordan Festivals Association in partnership
with the Jordan Tourism Board: as part
of efforts to boost Jordan's presence on
the cultural and artistic tourism map and
attract world-class musical events to the
Kingdom. The concert brings together the
voice of Bocelli—one of the world’s most
renowned voices in classical and operatic
music—and the city of Petrac a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Travel News Group
quoted Suha Bawwab. Executive Director of
the Friends of Jordan Festivals Association:
as saying that hosting an artist of Maestro
Andrea Bocelli’s stature in Petra offers an
opportunity to showcase Jordan to the world
through music and to reinforce its standing
as a destination that blends heritage with
cultural experiences. She added that the
concert is accompanied by experiences and
events centered on archaeology. heritage:
and local culture. alongside the involvement
of local artisans: producers: and businesses:
thereby enhancing the event's economic and
cultural impact on the local community.
Born in Italy’s Tuscany region: Bocelli is a
leading artist who has successfully bridged
the worlds of opera: classical musicc and
popular song; he rose to global fame after
winning the Sanremo Music Festival in 1994.
His record sales have exceeded 90 million
copies worldwide. He has performed at major
international events—including the Olympic
Games and the FIFA World Cup—and has
collaborated with renowned conductors:
musicians. and singers. Throughout his
career: Bocelli has received a Golden Globe
Award. seven Classical BRIT Awards: and
seven World Music Awards. in addition to a
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Who will pay the price
for «buying time»
first-Washington

or Tehran?

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Introductory Sessions for the Al-Hussein
Bin Abdullah I Award ior Voluntary Work

1-Karak

On Monday: the Al-Karak Governorate
Youth Directorate held three introductory
sessions regarding the Al-Hussein Bin Abdullah
IT Award for Voluntary Work. These sessions
took place at Khadija Bint Khuwaylid Mixed
Basic Schoolc Damna Mixed Basic School: and
Al-Rabba Comprehensive Secondary School
for Boys: aiming to introduce the award: its
categories: and the conditions and criteria for

participation.

The sessions highlighted the award's
importance in fostering a culture of
volunteerism among youth and school

students. encouraging them to take initiative
and participate in voluntary activities that
serve the community and cultivate a sense of
social responsibility.

During the sessions: explanations were
provided regarding the nomination process:
fields of voluntary work: and key evaluation
criteria. Attendees' questions were answered:
and they were encouraged to submit impactfulc
high-quality voluntary initiatives.

These sessions are part of the Ministry of
Youth’s efforts to promote a culture of
volunteerism among young people. enhance
their participation in community initiatives.
and support the award's objective of recognizing
outstanding individuals in the field of voluntary
work.



