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News

Philippines accuses China of
harassing patrols in disputed waters

ANILA: The Philippines accused

China’s military and coast guard on
Sunday of harassing Filipino government
aircraft and boats in two areas of the
disputed South China Sea.
A J-16 fighter interfered with a Filipino
Cessna 208 turboprop that was
conducting a “routine military patrol”
near Scarborough Shoal on Saturday: a
Philippine armed forces statement said.
“The J-16 repeatedly approached
and maneuvered in close proximity
to the Philippine aircraft: including
maneuvering ahead of and around it and
positioning itself within the Philippine
aircraft’s wake,” it said.
While the Filipino aircraft completed its
mission safely: the Filipino military called
the incident “part of a recurring pattern
of unsafe and coercive behavior against
Philippine government vessels and
aircraft conducting lawful operations”.
There was no immediate reaction from
the Chinese government on the air
incident. The Philippine government
said a second confrontation occurred
on Sunday in the Spratly Islands. further
south in the South China Sea.
Beijing claims most of the sea despite an
international ruling that its assertion has
no legal basis.
The Filipino coast guard said it launched

small boats to approach a fishing vessel
that it accused of using dynamite to catch
fish between Philippine-occupied Thitu
Island and China-held Subi Reef.

Two China Coast Guard ships arrived
with a Chinese navy helicopter that
“circled” over the Filipino team four
times.

One of the Chinese ships “shadowed
and blocked the Philippine boats”. and
at one time came to within 10 yards (9.1
meters)” of one of them: the coast guard
said.

The Filipinos stopped the pursuit “for
safety reasons” and returned to Thitu it
added.

“The China Coast Guard has no law
enforcement authority in the territorial
sea of Pag-asa (Thitu) Island. By
obstructing  Philippine  authorities:
the CCG did not protect the marine
environment. It made it easier for a
suspected violator to escape.” it said.
The weekend incidents came about two
weeks after a China Coast Guard ship
rammed a Filipino government fisheries
bureau boat in another area of the
Spratlys.

Beijing  subsequently blamed the
actions of the Philippine vesseli which
it said “bears full responsibility for the
incident”.

Two dead In flooding

In Spain’s Catalonia l'eglﬂll

wo people have died and another

was missing after heavy rains and
flooding in Spain’s Catalonia region
authorities said on Sunday.
Catalan leader Salvador Illa confirmed
the death of a man after a wall collapsed in
Tordera; atown to the north of Barcelona
in a message on his social media account
on Sunday. Another person died in
Montornes del Valles: firefighters said on
Sunday: while emergency services were
searching for a missing person in Pineda
de Mar( a town 52 km (32 miles) to the
north of Barcelona.
Catalan authorities issued a red alert
warning and urged people to stay
inside from 8 p.m. (1800 GMT) on
Saturday until Sunday at 2 p.m. (1200
GMT) because a “mini-hurricane”
could hit the northeastern region: with

more heavy rain forecast. Homes were
flooded and cars left submerged in
Bellvitge and Cornella near Barcelona
after torrential rain on Saturday. Ducks
swam in huge puddles that formed
on motorways in Barcelona. Sarai
Sarroca. director of regional weather
service Meteocat: said on Saturday
that the core of an exceptional weather
system was over the Mediterranean and
a “mini-hurricane” could move over
land in Catalonia.

Flights were cancelled or delayed at
Barcelona airportt La  Vanguardia
newspaper reported on Saturday.

All local trains were disrupted by the
deluge. Shopsshutearly: footballmatches
were called off and a performance of
Verdi’s Aida at Barcelona’s Liceu opera
house was cancelled.
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Yemeni forces repel major Houthi
assaults In Taiz, Strike targets in Sanaa

L-MUKALLA.:

Yemeni government
forces in the southwestern
province of Taiz on
Saturday repelled what
local army  officers
described as some of the
most “aggressive” assaults
by the Iran-backed
Houthis: as the army
also launched strikes
on targets in Houthi-
controlled Sanaa.
Local army commanders
said the Houthis heavily
shelled government-
controlled areas across
the province: including
Taiz city. firing hundreds
of rounds from different
weapons while deploying
large numbers of
infantry in an attempt to
overwhelm government
defensive positions.
“By God: I have never
seen such aggressive
assaults and battles as
today. This is one of the
most intense battles of
the war over the past 12
years.” Col. Abdul Basit
Al-Baher: a Yemeni army
officer in Taiz told Arab
News.
A month ago: the Houthis
launched their largest
military operation against
Yemeni government
forces in years in the
western provinces of Taiz
and Hodeidah: deploying
thousands of fighters and
launching barrages of
missiles and drones.
A week later. the Houthis
seized the Red Sea city
of Mokha: the main
base of the government’s
National Resistance
Forces: along with five
other districts and the
Bab Al-Mandab Strait.

The  offensive  later
reached a stalemate as the
Houthis sought to seize
a chain of mountains in
the southern province of
Lahj overlooking Bab Al-
Mandab.

Over the past three
days. the Houthis have
intensified missile; drone
and ground attacks
on Taiz city and other
districts in the province:
triggering fierce fighting
that has left dozens of
combatants dead on both
sides.

Al-Baher  said  the
intensity of  Houthi
firepower and the scale of
the infantry deployment
suggested the operation
was  being  directed
by senior Houthi
commanders: or possibly
commanders from Iran’s
Islamic  Revolutionary
Guard Corps or
Lebanon’s Hezbollah: in
an attempt to seize Taiz
one of the major cities
still held by the Yemeni
government.

“The  Houthis  kept
sending waves of fighters
from 3 a.m. until the
noon prayer:.” he said.
“As soon as we eliminated
one wave: another would
appear.  Dozens of
them were killed on the
single front where I was
stationed.

“They  employed a
wide range of military
hardware: including
missiles; artillery and
tanks.”

Al-Baher accused the
Houthis of pursuing a
“scorched-earth” strategy
in an attempt to force
Taiz into submission.

The fiercest fighting was
reported around Han
Mountain, Hathran and
other locations on the
western outskirts of Taiz
cityc as well as in Al-
Kadaha and Jabal Habashi
districts in western Taiz
province.

By Saturday afternoon:
government forces had
repelled Houthi assaults
at most flashpoints while

fighting continued on
other frontsi Al-Baher
said.

“All the militia’s advances
were repelled: with many
of its fighters killed: its
equipment destroyed
and its forces compelled
to retreat and flee.” he
added.

For more than a decade:
the Houthis have failed
to seize Taiz city despite
repeated attempts amid
stiff resistance from local
fighters and army units.
The Houthis seized most
of the city’s entrances
and imposed a siege that
forced residents to use
steep and sometimes
unpaved roads to enter
and leave the city.

The siege has long drawn
condemnation from the
international community
and human rights groups
over its impact on Taiz’s

more than 2 million
residents.

Ali  Al-Fakihi editor
of Al-Masdar Online

told Arab News that the
Houthis had punished
Taiz by besieging the
city, shelling residential
areas and. more recently:
launching a  major
offensive aimed at seizing
it.

“The  high level of
education and awareness
in Taiz enabled its
vanguard to grasp the
implications of the Houthi
militia’s dominance:
viewing it as an extension
of the Imamate project
and a forward front for
Iran in the region.” Al-
Fakih said.

He was referring to the
Imamate that ruled parts
of Yemen until the 1962
revolution and that critics
accuse the Houthis of
seeking to revive.

“Taiz was subjected to
harsh punishment by
the Houthis and various
other parties precisely
because it remained a
standard-bearer for the
national project.”” he
added.

Meanwhile: Yemeni
army spokesman Col.
Majid Al-Nuzaili
said on Saturday that
government forces had
struck what he described
as “vital” military targets
in Houthi-controlled
Sanaa.

His remarks on X came
shortly after residents
reported large explosions
in the capitali while
videos posted on social
media appeared to show
thick plumes of smoke
rising from mountainous
areas.

“Our armed forces are
carrying out an offensive
operation against
legitimate, vital military

targets in Sanaa.” Al-
Nugzaili said.
“The armed forces possess

the capability to execute
strategic strikes against
the Houthis.” he added.

ddis Ababa: Ethiopian
federal forces were in

of directly backing the Tigray
rebels with the added support

AFP. like others
on condition of anonymity

speaking

Ethiopia controls Tigray capital as regional rivals meet In ESypl

It accuses landlocked Ethiopia
of planning to invade and seize

full control of the Tigray
rebels’ regional capital a local
journalist said Sunday: while
Ethiopia’s  regional  rivals
gathered in Egypt to discuss
the risk of a wider war.

The Tigray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF) launched attacks
against federal forces on
September 23. sparking fears
of a return to the devastating
civil war of 20202022-.

The presidents of Egypt
Somalia; Sudan and Eritrea
-- all of whom have difficult
relations with Ethiopia -- were
set to meet in the Egyptian
city of Alamein on Sunday to
discuss the conflict.

Ethiopia has accused Eritrea

of Sudan and Egypt: which all
three countries deny.

A counter-offensive has seen
the Ethiopian forces push
deep into rebel-held territory:
entering the regional capital
Mekelle: on Saturday without
a fight as TPLF leaders and
troops abandoned the city.
Federal troops were patrolling
Mekelle and manning key
institutions on Sunday. a
local journalist told AFP:
as communications  were
restored for the first time in
more than a week.

“We have taken control of
Mekelle and we are marching
forward:” a commander with
a pro-government militia told

AFP.

Businesses and shops remained
closed: with owners moving
stock to safer locations ahead
of time: fearing looting and

vandalism.

“There are no police.
nightt we had to organise
ourselves and take care of

Last

security.” one resident told

because of uncertainty of the
situation.

Egypt mini-summit

The mini-summit in Alamein
was set to bring together
Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah
al-Sisi¢ Eritrea’s  President
Isaias Afwerki and Somalia’s
President Hassan  Sheikh
Mohamud: as well as the
head of the Sudanese Armed
Forces (SAF). Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan: on the sidelines of
an African Business Forum.
Eritrea. which shares a long
border with Tigray state is
most directly involved in the
conflict.

access to its coastline. Analysts
say it has backed the rebels in
Ethiopia in a bid to keep the
conflict away for its border.
The TPLF has long been the
dominant force in Tigray:
ousting a  government-
appointed administration this
year.

The rebels’ leader Debretsion
Gebremichael implied this
week that the group would
continue guerrilla-style attacks
as they did when Mekelle fell
to government forces in 2020
during the last war.

Their insurgent campaign
ultimately led to the TPLF
retaking the city the following
year.
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Al Alimi announces launch oi military
operations against Houthi militias

President of the Presidential Leadership
Council of the Republic of Yemen Rashad
Mohammed Al-Alimi announced the launch
of military operations to recapture the
country’s remaining territories controlled by
the Houthis.

“Today we are embarking on a decisive phase
in the history of our nation.” Al-Alimi said
adding that the state had made “great sacrifices”
in choosing the path of peace.

Al-Alimi said the operations were aimed
at restoring security: rights and dignity to
citizens in areas controlled by the Houthis:
stressing that those citizens were not targets of
the military operations. He called on residents
in militia-controlled areas to stay away from
Houthi gathering places and to protect their
children from being drawn into the fighting.
“The military operations we are about to launch
are not a war against our people in Sana’a
Hodeidah: and Sa’ada.” Al-Alimi said. “They
are not a war against any sect or tribe.”

He said every city reclaimed by the state
would enter a phase of stability: recovery and
reconstruction: adding that the success of the
battle would be measured by the number of
citizens who had regained a sense of security.
Al-Alimi also called on Yemen’s “brothers and
friends in the international community” to
stand by the country.

He said Yemen would continue to view Saudi
Arabia as “a true partner in our shared destiny
and security.” while expressing deep gratitude
to Saudi Arabia’s leadership and people for
their support.

Israell forces Shell southern Syria,
raid village and fire at journalists

AMASCUS: Israeli forces shelled areas in

southern Syria and carried out a ground
incursion into a village in Quneitra province
on Saturday. opening fire toward civilian
homes and journalists: according to reports by
the Syrian state news agency SANA.
Several artillery shells landed on the outskirts
of Abidin in the Yarmouk Basin area of western
Daraa countryside as Israeli reconnaissance
aircraft flew overhead: SANA reported. No
casualties were immediately reported.
In neighboring Quneitra province: an Israeli
military patrol entered the village of Saida
Al-Hanout and opened heavy fire toward
residential buildings: according to SANA. The
agency said Israeli forces also fired directly
at media crews: including a SANA reporting
team apparently in an attempt to prevent
journalists from documenting the incursion.
Residents reported heightened tension and
panic as gunfire continued through the village.
No casualties were reported.
The incidents followed Israeli ground
incursions into southern Quneitra earlier
this week. Israeli armored vehicles entered
the villages of Bariqa and Al-Hamidiyah on
Wednesday: according to SANA.
Israeli forces also carried out an overnight
incursion into Maariya village in western Daraa
on Thursday: detaining two residents; SANA
reported. About 12 Israeli military vehicles
entered the village through its northern
road: raided and searched several homes and
detained two people. One was later released:
while the whereabouts of the other remained
unknown: according to the agency.
The latest shelling also followed an Israeli
artillery attack on Sept. 22 that targeted the
outskirts of Abidin and sent shrapnel toward
civilian homes. No casualties were reported.

UN warns of growing tensions

The Israeli operations came as UN Deputy
Special Envoy for Syria Claudio Cordone
warned that Israeli military activity in southern
Syria was threatening stability and deeply
affecting local residents. Speaking to UN News
on Thursday: Cordone said Israeli military
operations, shelling; abductions and searches
were having a serious impact on communities
in the south. He called for a diplomatic
solution that respects Syria’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity. as well as UN Security
Council resolutions and international law.
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[ran says Strait of Hormuz will not
reopen until conditions are mel

UBAI: The Strait of

Hormuz will not reopen
until seven Iranian conditions
set out in a June interim
agreement with the US are
met. Nournews reported Iran’s
parliament speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf as saying on
Sunday: a few days after Tehran
received Washington’s reply to
its diplomatic proposal.
“The Americansc who say
something different in the
mediac have recently put
forward proposals through
a mediator. But they must
understand that the period of
dragging out the process and
dictating one-sided demands
is over.” Qalibaf was quoted as
saying.
“The position of the Islamic
Republic of Iran is completely
clear and firm: and the Strait of
Hormuz willnotbe opened until
our seven conditions: based on
the Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding: are met.”
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said separately on
Sunday that a plan put forward

="

by Tehran to resolve its dispute
with Washington could lead to
the Strait of Hormuz reopening
within seven days if accepted.
Speaking to foreign
ambassadors and diplomats in
Tehran: Araghchi said Iran had
clearly explained its conditions
for reopening the strait and
that they were linked to
commitments the United States
would have to accept.

He added that Tehran hoped
Washington would  choose
diplomacy but warned that
Iran was prepared to respond
if the United States again chose
military action.

“If they again move toward
military  solutionsc we are
more prepared than before and
will take whatever action is
necessary to defend ourselves,”
Araghchi said.

Ax-wielding FlyDubai co-pilot had
been flagged over extremism concerns

AIRO:  The co-pilot

accused of attacking the
captain of an Israel-bound
flight with an ax and trying to
seize the controls was an Omani
national who had been barred
from flying on his country’s
airline because of concerns
about extremist views: officials
said Saturday.
The co-pilot has been identified
as Hamam Al-Hammami
according to three people with
knowledge of the situation:
including a Gulf and a Western
diplomat: who spoke on
condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
speak to the media.
The United Arab Emirates:
which  is  leading  the
investigation: said the co-pilot
attacked with the cockpit’s crash
ax and tried to take control
of the plummeting plane in a
“terrorist attack” Wednesday.
His actions nearly crashed the
flight with 182 people on board
before passengers and others
rushed in and subdued him.
The new details raised questions
about how thoroughly FlyDubai
vets potential employees: and
how the co-pilot’s presence
on a flight filled with Israeli
passengers got past Israel’s strict
security protocols.
Israel has said it has agreements
with foreign carriers to keep

pilots of nations without
diplomatic ties from flying
there. Israel and Oman

don’t have formal diplomatic
relations. The UAE government
has earned a reputation for
effective ~ measures  against
extremist activities but has
bristled in the past over criticism
of security lapses.

The incident occurred at a
sensitive time for Israeli a week
before the anniversary of the
Hamas-led attack on Oct. 7
2023 that sparked the war in
Gaza. It also came weeks before
a highly contentious election
in which security. and Oct.
7 security failures; have been
central issues.

FlyDubai hired the co-pilot after
Oman Air barred him
Separately. a regional official
and a person familiar with the
matter said the co-pilot had
been barred from flying by
Oman over concerns that he
had adopted extremist views.

The official said he was moved to
an administrative job at Oman
Air. Both spoke on condition
of anonymity to discuss the

ongoing investigation. They
gave no details about the alleged
extremist views.

The co-pilot was later hired by
UAE-based airline FlyDubai
the person said. It wasn’t
immediately clear to what
extent the co-pilot was vetted.
The Gulf diplomat said he had
undergone standard security
checks before being hired
but it appears that the checks
focused on whether he had been
convicted of criminal charges
and didn’t go deeper into
examining his background for
potential signs of radicalization.
The regional official also said
security agencies from four
regional countries were working
to establish the co-pilot’s
motives. aided by the United
States and other Western
governments.  The Gulf
diplomat said the investigation:
which hasn’t concluded: hasn’t
found any connections with
militant groups: suggesting that
the co-pilot acted on his own.
The regional official said the
co-pilot was born in the UAE
and his mother is Syrian. He
obtained Omani nationality
from his father: also an Omani
national. The regional official
also said the co-pilot had
traveled to Syriax with no
details.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Fridaysaid the co-
pilot had undergone “Islamist
radicalization:” but provided
no evidence. There was no
immediate comment Saturday
from Israel’s government.

A social media account was
deleted the day of the flight

A FlyDubai spokesperson said
in an email that the airline could
not comment beyond its official
statements and acknowledged
“there are many questions at this
stage.” There was no immediate
comment from Oman Air. and
Oman’s government has said
nothing publicly in response
to repeated questions since
the incident. In a statement
to The Associated Press:
Royal Air Maroci Morocco’s
national carrier. said the co-
pilot “completed a three-month
theoretical training period with
the airline in 2025 as part of
the pre-employment process.
At the end of this training
periodc his application was
not selected for employment.”
There were no details. Keith
Colesc a spokesperson for
Buckinghamshire New
University in England: told
the AP that Al-Hammami
previously completed a
distance-learning course in
aviation management there but
“did not undertake any pilot
training.” There were no details
on the timing.

Little else was immediately
known about the co-pilot’s
background. His Instagram
account was active until the day
of the flight and then deleted.
Philip Baum: a  visiting
professor of aviation security at
Coventry University in England
who wrote a book about aircraft
hijackings and bombings: said
background check systems
differ from country to country
and there are limits on what
types of information can be
shared.

News

The tin of
olive oil,
Mr. Prime
Minister...!!

a

-

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

Prime Minister: the issue of the olive oil tin
in Jordan seems to have become a recurring
national saga at the start of every season—
an intractable problem year after year. This
is despite the fact that it concerns a staple
on Jordanian tables and a vital agricultural
sector supporting thousands of farmers and
families.

In reality: a significant part of the olive oil
problem stems not merely from high prices:
but from how the matter is managed each
season. As the harvesting and pressing
season begins: the competent government
authority is conspicuously absent from the
public discourse: leaving the field wide open
to speculation: estimates: and conjecture.
Prices emerge before citizens even know who
set them or on what basis.

A wave of statements and social media
promotion follows; some media figures even
resort to predicting or "forecasting" the price
ofanoiltin before the season begins. The price
becomes the talk of the town: with a multitude
of figures and estimates circulating: leaving
the Jordanian citizen confused: Is there an
official price? Is it market-driven? Who
ultimately makes the decision—the Olive
Press Owners' Syndicate or the Ministry of
Agriculture?

The issue is not that farmers: press owners:
the syndicate: or agricultural experts
discuss production costs and seasonal

B conditions—such dialogue is legitimate

and crucial for understanding the sector's
reality. Rather: the problem arises when
citizens are bombarded with dozens of
conflicting statements and figures without
a clear government stance to lay out the
facts. Furthermore. when certain parties
make statements: one suspects ulterior
motives aimed at keeping prices sky-high.
Unfortunately. some media figures also
join the fray of promoting price figures;
inflated numbers circulate before the true
market picture emerges: opening the door
to speculation and heightening consumer
anxiety—especially given that citizens are
already grappling with rising living costs.
This raises a question for the government
the Ministry of Agriculture. and the
Ministry of Industry and Trade: Why
isn't there a clearly defined official
body responsible—from the start of
the season—for providing citizens with
accurate information regarding expected
production. processing costs. available
quantities; import volumes (if any):
indicative prices: and oversight to prevent
fraud and monopolistic practices?

Iran executes detainee over
January protests, judiciary says
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EHRAN: Iran has executed a man detained

during protests in January for allegedly
firing at police: the judiciary said on Saturday.
The judiciary said Siavash Jamshidi Kheirabadi
fired at least three shots at police on January 8
and was arrested two days later with a handgun
in Shahrekord in southwestern Iran.
It accused him of contacting people online to
organize “anti-security” activities and seeking
payment for a “mission.” without identifying
who was purported to be behind it.
The protests erupted on December 28 2025
over economic hardship and swelled into
widespread demonstrations calling for the end
of clerical rule in the Islamic Republic.
Iran blamed armed groups and operatives
backed by the US and Israel for involvement in
the protests and for some of the violence.
Israeli Heritage Minister Amichai Eliyahu
acknowledged during the protests that Israel
had operatives inside Iran. He said they
aimed to weaken Iran’s capabilities: though he
denied they were directly working to topple the
leadership.




Yarmouk University Launches «Digital Skills

for a Better Future» Program Incubator

rbid

On Sunday. Yarmouk University inaugurated the
"Digital Skills for a Better Future" program incubator in
collaboration with the organization "DOT Jordan" and the
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). The initiative
aims to enhance the digital skills of students and youth and
prepare them to meet labor market demands.

%47 JEDCO

JEDCO Invites Participation in the
“From Local to Global” Workshop

mman

The Jordan Enterprise Development Corporation
(JEDCO) has invited participation in an introductory
workshop for the “From Local to Global” program.
Organized in collaboration with the Jordan Export
House and the Aqaba Special Economic Zone Authority
(ASEZA).
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Kingdom Offers Promising IT
Sector Opporfunities at Jordan-

EU Investment Conierence

mman
Professionals in the
information  technology

sector have emphasized
that the Jordan-EU
Investment  Conference
marks a pivotal milestone
in translating the
comprehensive  strategic
partnership between
Jordan and the European
Union into  tangible
projects and investments
on the ground.

Speaking to the Jordan
News Agency (Petra). they
noted that the geographical
proximity between Jordan
and Europe presents a
genuine opportunity to
forge deeper partnerships
in  technology. game
development: and
investment. They further
highlighted ~ that  the
inclusion of the digital
economy among the
investment focus areas
aligns  with  national
objectives.

The  conference s
scheduled for November
19¢ within the framework
of the comprehensive
strategic partnership
between Jordan and the
EU. which was launched
early last year. In late
January 2025 His Majesty
King Abdullah II and
European ~ Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen witnessed the signing
of the comprehensive
strategic partnership
agreement between Jordan
and the EU in Brussels. In
support of the agreement's
goals: the EU announced
a financial and investment
aid package worth €3
billion for the 2025-2027
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The King and Queen visit a School in Aqaba
on the occasion ol World Teachers) Da

qaba

On Sunday.  Their
Majesties King Abdullah II
and Their Majesties Queen
Rania Al Abdullah visited the
Aisha Bint Abi Bakr Mixed
Basic School in Aqgaba on
the occasion of International
Teachers’ Day. which falls on
Monday.
Their Majesties met with a
number of male and female
teachers and congratulated
them on this occasion:
emphasizing the status of
teachers and their pivotal
role in the educational
process: building
students’ personalities:
and  developing  their
knowledge.
Their Majesties toured the
school facilities to review the
professional  development
programs  for  teachers:
which are implemented by
the Ministry of Education
and Human  Resources
Development in cooperation

with the Queen Rania
Academy  for  Teacher
Training in  government

schools  throughout the

Kingdom.

Their Majesties  followed
part of the training sessions
carried out within the
Professional Diploma in
Education and the Innovation
and Leadership Program in
Education. They also viewed
part of a kindergarten class
session« in which female
teachers participated in the
professional ~ development
program for kindergarten

teachers.

Their Majesties exchanged
conversations with teachers
who benefited from the
training programs about
their impact on their
experiences and teaching
practices: as His Majesties
stressed the importance of
the outcomes of professional
development programs
being reflected in the quality
of education.

Their = Majesties were
accompanied during the
visit by the Director of

His Majesty’s  Office.
Engineer Alaa Al-
Batayneh. the Minister

of Education and Human
Resources Development:
Dr. Azmi Muhafza. and
the CEO of the Queen
Rania  Academy  for
Teacher Training: Abdul
Majeed Shamlawi.

Jordan condemns the Israell occupatioms resumption
oi work on the so-called «Soia 53 Line» In Syria
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The  Ministry  of
Foreign = Affairs  and
Expatriates  condemned

the Israeli occupation's
resumption of work on
the so-called "Sofa 53
Line" in Quneitra. Syria.
The Ministry deemed this
action a flagrant violation

territorial  integrity. as
well as a blatant breach of
international law.

The  Ministry’s  official
spokesperson. Ambassador
Fuad Al-Majalic affirmed the
Kingdom’s absolute rejection
and strong condemnation of
the ongoing Israeli violations
and attacks against Syrian

necessity of halting all Israeli
measures targeting Syria
noting that such actions
violate the UN Charter and
Israel’s obligations under
the 1974 Disengagement of
Forces Agreement.

Al-Majali called upon the
international ~ community
to shoulder its legal and

compelling Israel to cease
its attacks and violations
against Syrian territory:
end its occupation of parts
of the country. and abide
by the rules of international
law. international
legitimacy resolutions:
state sovereignty. and the
principle of non-interference

period.

of Syria's sovereignty and

territory. He emphasized the

moral responsibilities

by in internal affairs.

Vocational Training Corporation
Launches 2026-2027 Training Year
with 5,134 Trainees Enrolling

Amman

Activities for the 2026-2027 training year
at the Vocational Training Corporation (VTC)
kick off on Sunday as new trainees begin
enrolling across 34 institutes and centers of
excellence located throughout the Kingdom's
governorates. There is notable interest in the
vocational training programs; 5.134 male and
female trainees have registered for the second
training cycle. out of 13.255 applications
submitted by individuals seeking to benefit
from the programs offered by the Corporation.
According to a statement issued by the
Corporation today. these figures underscore
the widening appeal of vocational training
and the growing interest among young men
and women in acquiring practical skills and
vocational specializations aligned with labor
market needs. This trend is supported by the
diversity of the training programs offered
and their geographic distribution across the
Kingdom's various regions.

Registration ~ results revealed  significant
female participation in the vocational training
programs. withwomenaccountingfor 41 percent
of total registrants nationwide. This indicates
rising female engagement in the vocational
training ecosystem and a growing inclination
toward acquiring skills and specializations that
open up diverse career paths.

«(Standards» Body and GCC Standardization

Organization Sign Memorandum of Understanding

mman
The Jordan Standards and
MetrologyOrganization (JSMO)
has signed a memorandum of
understanding with the GCC
Standardization =~ Organization
(GSO). The agreement covers
qualityinfrastructureactivities—
including standards: technical
regulationsc metrology. and
conformity assessment—
aiming to achieve shared goals:
boost trade between Jordan
and GSO member states: and
foster cooperation on vehicle
conformity assessment.
The signing took place during
JSMO’s participation in the
International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) annual
meetings. hosted in Paris from
September 28 to October 2. The
event saw broad participation
from national standardization
bodies: experts. policymakers:
representatives of international
and regional organizations. and
economic sectors.
According to a statement
released by JSMO on Sunday:

this year’s meetings were held

under the theme "Building
Trust in a Changing World."
Discussions focused on the role
of international standards in
fostering global cooperation:
supporting responsible
innovation. addressing global
challenges. and strengthening
trust in products. services:
systems. and supply chains.

The  meetings  featured
extensive discussions on key

international  prioritiesc most
notably artificial intelligence.
emerging technologies: digital
transformation.  cybersecurity.
sustainability. climate change
adaptation. water resilience. and
nature conservation: alongside
the future of quality management
systems and standards supporting
sustainable development. JSMO
also held numerous bilateral
meetings with the organization's
member states and other entities.
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Social Security: Over 619,000 Users
for the New App Since Launch

Amman

The Social Security Corporation (SSC)
announced that the number of users of its
new mobile application for individuals has
surpassed 619.000 since its launch in the
middle of last month. The Corporation noted
that this high level of engagement reflects
significant interest in its digital services and
its ongoing efforts to facilitate access for
insured persons: retirees: and beneficiaries:
enabling them to complete transactions
electronically.

In a statement issued on Sunday: the
Corporationexplained thatthenew: upgraded
version of the app—available on Google Play
and the App Store under the names "Jordan
Social Security" or "SSC Jordan"—offers a
more user-friendly and intuitive experience
by providing services tailored to each user's
specific insurance status and needs.

The Corporation also confirmed that it is
introducing a new mechanism this week
to allow expatriate Jordanians who do not
possess a digital ID to access the app and utilize
its electronic services. This initiative aims
to facilitate their access to the Corporation’s
servicesc enabling them to monitor their
insurance status and complete transactions
online without the need to visit the
Corporation'sbranchesin person. Itnoted that
the new application offers over 30 services for
individuals—ranging from pension and retiree
services: voluntary and independent coverage:
and unemployment and maternity benefits to
the "Ashmil Nafsak" (Self-Coverage) service:
among others—in addition to providing
immediate medical treatment for work-
related injuries facilitated by establishment
liaison officers. The application also features
automatic recognition of the user's insurance
status. displaying services relevant to their
specific situation; this streamlines access to
the required service: eliminating the need
to search through options irrelevant to their
status.

The tin oi
olive oil,
Mr. Prime
Minister...!!
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«101 Workiorce» Launches First
Integrated System Connecting
Talent with the Labor Market
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"101 Workforce" launched its platform
under the patronage of the Minister of Youth.
Dr. Raed Al-Adwan. This national initiative
aims to redefine the employment ecosystem
in Jordan and connect young talent with real-
world labor market opportunities.
The company seeks to empower Jordanian
youth and develop their capabilities. driven
by the firm belief that young people are key
partners in development—not merely job
seekers.
Rakan Al-Afeishat. the company’s General
Manager. emphasized the need for an integrated
platform that manages the recruitment
process: meets employer needs through a clear
framework. facilitates job opportunities for
youth: and harnesses their energy and potential
within work environments suited to their
abilities.
He explained that "101 Workforce" is not a
traditional recruitment agency but a specialized
link designed to bridge the gap between the
qualifications of job seekers and the requirements
of employers. He highlighted the importance of
guidingyouthtowardtheskillsand specializations
in demand within the labor market. as well as the
role of public-private partnerships in addressing
employment challenges. stressing that true
investment begins with human capital.




