Shrapnel from
intercepted Houthi
missile injures
resident in Asir

Canlsrael's Arab
parties survive new
push to keep them out
of the Knesset?
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fears of Russian hybrid attacks 100

Latvians vote ior a new parliament as W
m

IGA: Latvians are electing a new

parliament on Saturday as pro-
Ukraine Prime Minister Andris Kulbergs
seeks a full term. The vote comes as the
small republic on NATO’s eastern flank
contends with growing concern about
potential Russian aggression.
A political crisis in May over the
handling of stray drones suspected to
be from Ukraine brought down the
governing coalition that had been under
strain due to multiple other issues. The
parliament; or Saeima: then approved
a four-party coalition led by Kulbergs
of the centrist United List party:
previously in opposition. Latvia: like its
Baltic neighbors Lithuania and Estonia:
strongly supports Ukraine in its fight
against Moscow’s invasion. It borders

both Russia and Moscow-allied Belarus.
Kulbergs: 47¢ is now seeking his own
mandate from voters. A multiparty
coalition will almost certainly be needed
to govern in a splintered political
landscape. Parties must take at least 5%
of the vote to win parliamentary seats.
Nearly 1.56 million people in the nation
of more than 1.8 million are entitled to
choose the 100 members of the single-
chamber Saeima for a four-year term.
Concern about potential Russian
hybrid attacks — a term used for non-
conventional hostile acts such as sabotage:
cyberattacks: disinformation and an array
of other methods — has been mounting
across parts of Europe in recent months;
Latvia among other nations on NATO’s
eastern edge: is particularly exposed.

Pro-government iorces say they retake
\_ airport in Ethiopia’s Tigray region

militia group allied to Ethiopia’s

federal government said they had
recaptured the main airport in the
capital of the northern Tigray region: an
opposition stronghold.
“We have taken full control of Mekelle
Alula Aba Nega Airport. We are
currently clearing the city of Mekelle.”
the pro-government Tigray Peace Forces
militia posted on X late on Friday.
Reuters could not immediately verify the
assertion. The Prime Minister’s Office
did not respond immediately to a request
for comment.

The taking of Mekelle by pro- government
forces would be a major setback for an
opposition alliance led by the region’s
ruling partyc the Tigray People’s
Liberation Frontc which launched
a big offensive last week against the
Ethiopian military. The TPLF could not
immediately be reached for comment.
Ethiopian federal forces and allied
fighters have made a quick counterattack
into Tigray. but analysts say the fighting
— the worst escalation since a 20202022-
civilwar — threatens towiden into awider
regional conflict.
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Slll’ﬂllllﬁl Irom Intercepted Houthi
missile injures resident in Asix

IYADH: At least

one person  was
injured by falling debris
from an intercepted
ballistic missile in Saudi
Arabia’s  southwestern
governorate of Ahad
Rafidah: the Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) reported
early Saturday.
The missile was fired late
Friday by Yemen’s Iran-
backed Houthi group:
SPA  saidi quoting a
spokesman for the Saudi
Directorate  of  Civil
Defense. The incident
injured an Asian resident
and damaged a prayer
room inside a building
and several vehicles: the
spokesman said.
Ahad Rafidah is in the
Asir region: which has
been repeatedly targeted
by Houthi missile and
drone attacks.
Earlier  Friday. Saudi
air defenses intercepted
and  destroyed three
ballistic missiles launched
toward Khamis Mushayt
in Asirc according to
Maj. Gen. Turki Al-
Malikic spokesman for
the Coalition to Support
Legitimacy in Yemen.
Al-Maliki said coalition
forces intercepted and
destroyed one ballistic
missile targeting the city
at about 3 a.m.. shortly
after intercepting two
others aimed at the same
area. Four Houthi drones
were also  reportedly
intercepted.
Separately. Saudi Civil
Defense said a Houthi
projectile struck a school
in Najran on Friday:
causing material damage
but no casualties.
The incidents came amid
an escalation in Houthi
missile and drone attacks
targeting Saudi cities and
energy infrastructure.
The  UAE. Bahrain

Kuwait and Jordan on
Thursday condemned an
attack on Madinah, while
the Gulf Cooperation

Council reaffirmed its
solidarity ~with  Saudi
Arabia and said the

security of the Kingdom
and its holy sites was
integral to the collective
security of GCC member
states.

Yemeni forces continue
strikes against Houthis
Meanwhile: Yemen’s
armed forces on
Saturday said they had
carried out 71 precision
strikes targeting Houthi

gatherings: combat
mobilizations: and
reinforcements in Taiz

governorate, where heavy
fighting had been going
on in the past weeks.

InapostontheX platformy
Brigadier General Majid

Abdullah Al-Nuzaili
Yemeni Armed Forces
spokesman said  the

strikes were carried out in
the villages of Al-Aqrud:
Sam'. Al-Ahkom: Al-
Akbush, JabalRasen; Jabal
Jardad: Bani Omar, Bani

Bakari Al-Ka'awush( and
Al- Athawr in Taiz.

"The operations resulted
in the destruction of
several enemy transport

and support vehicles
the neutralization of
militia elements: and

the deprivation of their
formations of the ability
to continue fighting," the
spokesman said.

On Friday. Al-Nuzaili
said in a statement that
the Yemeni  Armed
Forces  unleashed a
barrage of strikes against
the  Houthis  across
several fronts. including
areas south of Haradh(

the coast; Kattafi Marib
Al-Bayda¢ Lahje Sanaa
and Saada.

According to the
statement: the operations
killed or wounded 1,540
Houthi personneli most
of them on the Taiz
frontsc and  destroyed
or disabled 216 military
vehiclesand other military
capabilities.

The  operations also
disrupted Houthi efforts
to make a breakthrough

on the Taiz fronts. the
statement said.

The Yemeni armed
forces said they would
continue operations
aimed at restoring state
authorityand protecting
Yemen’s security and
sovereignty.

The Houthis control
Yemen’s most populous
areas and much of the
country’s north. They
have intensified missile
and drone attacks on
Saudi Arabia in recent
weeks: including strikes
against cities and energy
infrastructure. while also
targeting  Saudi-linked
shipping in the Red Sea.
The  escalation  has
heightened concerns
over the security of Saudi
population centers and
energy infrastructure
and added pressure to
global oil supplies amid
the US-Israeli war on
Iran. It has also increased
risks to the Red Sea route
for Gulf energy exports as
traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz remains largely

disrupted.

North Korea

EOUL: North Korea fired a

ballistic missile. Seoul’s military
said Saturday: days after demanding
an apology for a blast that wounded
three South Korean soldiers in the
DMZ that it blames on the North.
Pyongyang has denied responsibility
for last month’s explosion inside
the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and
called South Korea “despicable” on
Friday. undercutting overtures by
Seoul’s civilian leadership seeking a
return to dialogue.
Early Saturday. “our military detected
a ballistic missile launched from the
Wonsan area of North Korea toward
the East Sea;” Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of
Staft said: referring to the body of
water also known as the Sea of Japan.
“South Korea the US: and Japan are
maintaining a robust defense posture
through close information sharing
regarding North Korean ballistic
missiles,” it said adding the missile
flew more than 700 kilometres (435
miles).
Seoul and the US-led United Nations
Command found that last month’s
explosion inside the DMZ: the heavily
mined buffer dividing the two Koreas
since their 1953 armistice. was caused
by North Korean mines laid on the
South side of the border.
North Korea’s military has laid
mines and built anti-tank barriers
along the frontier as part of efforts
to permanently seal it off following
leader Kim Jong Un’s designation
of South Korea as his country’s

[ires ballistic missile aiter Seoul’s apology demand
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“principal enemy” in 2024.

The mines responsible for the blast
which left three soldiers wounded:
were believed to have been laid as part
of Pyongyang’s border fortification
work: according to South Korea’s
defence minister Kang Shin-chul.
South Korea’s dovish President Lee
Jae Myung had urged Pyongyang
on Thursday to return to dialogue:
despite his military demanding an
apology a day earlier.

Kim Yo Jong: the powerful sister
of North Korea’s leader. responded
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by calling Seoul “really despicable”
on Friday and once again denied
Pyongyang was behind the blasts.

She ridiculed Lee’s latest overture:
calling it “the climax of the farce that
everyone should watch” and said
the military’s demand her country
apologise was “quite ridiculous.”

Kim also warned Pyongyang was
“ready for anything” Seoul might
do over the mine blast -- remarks
followed the next morning by North
Korea’s ballistic missile launch.
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Escalating’ tensions’

Analysts said the launch would be
viewed as a show of force in response
to the South Korean government’s
diplomatic effortsc  effectively
rejecting engagement.

“Seoul called for easing tensions: but
Pyongyang answered by escalating
them:” Yang Moo-jini former
president of the University of North
Korean Studies in Seoul told AFP.
“The message is that the North
is pursuing... confrontation in

response to goodwill.” he added.
South Korea’s defence minister
said on Tuesday the military had “a
range of necessary measures at our
disposali and we will implement
them in stages” to respond to the
DMZ incident; without providing
further detail.

The South’s Unification Minister:
Chung Dong-young: also proposed
talks to address issues along the
border to Pyongyang on Friday.

Kim Yo Jong: however. dismissed
Chung’s suggestion of talks as a “wild
dream and unilateral jargon.”

The flare-up comes at a sensitive time
when US President Donald Trump’s
recent overtures to Pyongyang have
raised concerns that Seoul -- an ally
of Washington -- could be sidelined
in potential nuclear talks involving
the North.

South Korea’s opposition People
Power Party on Friday accused Lee of
failing to criticise Pyongyang when
warranted even as he takes a hard line
on Ukraine for publicly disclosing the
transfer of North Korean prisoners of
war, an arrangement Seoul believed
should be confidential.

“South Korean soldiers have been
injured: and far from receiving an
apology: we have been mocked by
North Korea:” the opposition party
said in a statement.

“We fail to see how selectively turning
a blind eye to North Korea serves
South Korea’s dignity or the safety of
its people.”
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First Israeli repairiation ilight lands
In Tel Aviv aiter FlyDubai attack

EL AVIV: The first flight carrying Israelis

home from the United Arab Emirates after
services were suspended following the FlyDubai
attack landed in Tel Aviv early Saturday:
according to Israel’s airport authority website.
The arrivali which Israeli media called a
repatriation flighti came after Wednesday’s
drama aboard a Dubai-Tel Aviv route that
officials say narrowly avoided catastrophe.
During the FlyDubai incident: the jet’s Indian
captain was assaulted by his co-pilot but he
managed to open the cockpit door: allowing
passengers and crew to overpower the attacker
and force an emergency landing in Saudi
Arabia.
Authorities in the United Arab Emirates
are investigating the attack and have yet to
determine the assailant’s motive. although
Israeli and US leaders have suggested links to
Islamist extremism or Iran.
Saturday’s repatriation flight. operated by
Israeli carrier Arkia; arrived from Dubai at Ben
Gurion Airport shortly after 1:00 am local time
(2200 GMT Friday). according to the airport’s
online arrivals list.
The Arkia flight took off from Dubai on Friday:
becoming the first Israeli-operated flight to
depart the Emirates since FlyDubai halted
its Israel route and El Al cancelled scheduled
flights intended to bring Israelis home.

WHO decries delays
gefting aid into Gaza

ENEVA: Getting humanitarian aid

through Israel into Gaza is layered
with “delay after delay.” the World Health
Organization said Friday: as it decried “chronic
shortages” of medical supplies.
Reinhilde Van de Weerdt: the WHO’s
representative in the Palestinian territories
said the health situation in the Gaza Strip
“remains utterly dire” with none of its
hospitals fully functional.
“Not enough humanitarian aid is entering
Gazac and definitely not enough to allow for
a meaningful expansion and restoration of
health services:” she told reporters in Geneva;
speaking from Jerusalem.
She said Israel’s approval system for medical
and other humanitarian supplies was proving
a major bottleneck.
“It is laborious: time-consuming: with no
guaranteed results.” she said.
Based on the WHO’s latest analysis: large
volumes of medical supplies wait for clearance
for a median of 74 days: said Van de Weerdt
adding that if it is not. “than we start that
lengthy: cumbersome process all over again.”
She added that the approval system kept
changing: with new regulations introduced.
Israel says it is preventing the entry of items
that could also have military use as it accuses
Hamas — which carried out the worst-ever
attack against Israel on October 7. 2023 — of
plotting further violence.

‘RELEASE THE PRESSURE’

Van de Weerdt said standard health kits used
worldwide had the lowest approval rate while
X-ray machines: sterilization equipment and
spare parts for CT scans and other essential
machinery “get rejected regularly.”

“In just the last six months alone: one shipment
of prosthetics and assistive devices was rejected
four separate times.” she said.

However: medicines move “relatively well”
with almost 87 percent approved and one
percent rejected: she added.

“Is not one single blockage. It’s a system
layered with delay after delay... and on the
other side of every one of these delays is a
patient who is waiting,” she said.

“We need the unimpeded and predicable entry
of humanitarian and health supplies into Gaza.
at scale.

“We hope that Israel will at least release the
pressure on medical supplies.”

Van de Weerdt called for more crossings
into the territory to be opened: and for
“clear. published guidance” on processes and
requirements.

She added that success should not be measured
in terms of numbers of trucks crossing the
border: insisting that it says “almost nothing
about whether people’s actual health needs
are being met.” “A truck full of non-priority
supplies: or the right supplies arriving too late:
doesn’t save lives.”

The Gaza war was sparked by Hamas’s
unprecedented 2023 attack against Israel
which resulted in the deaths of 1:221 people:
according to an AFP tally based on official
Israeli figures.

.

UAE says FlyDubai co-pilot
attempied to carry out texrorist attack

UBAI: The UAE’s Federal

Prosecutor Hamad Saif Al-
Shamsi said investigations into
FlyDubai flight FZ1073 found
that the co-pilot had attempted
to carry out a terrorist attack.
In a statement carried by WAM
News Agency: Al-Shamsi said
the co-pilot launched his plan
during the flight, assaulting the
captain inside the cockpit with a
crash axe and attempting to take
control of the aircraft.
Investigations are continuing
to establish the full
circumstances and motives
behind the incident: as well
as any related connections.
Authorities are also completing
technical examinations and
analyzing physical and digital
evidence: with final findings
to be announced once the
investigation is concluded.
A FlyDubai spokesperson
said that the circumstances
surrounding the incident are
still under investigation.
Anwar  Gargash. diplomatic
adviser to the president of

UAE: in a social media post
said that the “region’s struggle
with extremism persists; and
justifying terrorism through
hate speech is part of the danger:
not its margins.

“The latest terrorist operation
is a new warning that the
confrontation has not ended.”

o~

Gargash also stressed the
importance of the UAE’s early
and firm stance of non- tolerance
“for extremism and no leniency
toward its  discourse. for
security begins with confronting
hate and drying up the sources of
extremism.”

Can Israel’s Arab parties survive new
push to keep them out of the Knesset?

ONDON: If anyone were

in any doubt as to who was
behind the attempt this week to
block veteran Arab politician
Sami Abu Shehadeh from
standing in next month’s Israeli
general election; that doubt
vanished on Friday afternoon
when cell phones across Israel
lit up with a recorded message
from the far-right national
security minister. Itamar Ben-
Gvir.
“We promised that we would
not allow the head of Balad
Sami Abu Shehadeh: to enter
the Israeli Knesset — and that
is what we did:” he boasted.
“Yesterday. following a High
Court hearing, it was decided
that Sami Abu Shehadeh would
not be in the Israeli Knesset:
thank God.”
In fact; that was not quite what
happened; Shehadeh withdrew
his candidacy before the
Supreme Court could issue a
ruling.
But Ben-Gvir was undeterred.
His partyc Otzma Yehudit; he
added: “will continue to fight
for national honor and for
democracy in Israel. We will
not allow terror supporters
and those who glorify shahids
(martyrs) to operate freely in the
Israeli Knesset.”
And¢ Ben-Gvir pledged: “soon
we will do the same to Ahmad
Tibi.” who is one of the longest-
serving Arab members of
Israel’s parliament; “and Ofer
Cassifc” a member of the left-
wing Hadash party.
That has not happened: either.
But. as Palestinian citizens of
Israel realize all too well so
much depends on the outcome
of the upcoming election that
the Israeli far right is unlikely
to stop trying to silence their
voices.
“I received this voicemail”
Samah Wattad: a Palestinian
journalist in Israeli told Arab
News. “My husband received
this call. My sister received
this call. I know colleagues:
journalists. who received this
call.
“It is very clear that Ben-Gvir
is going after us as a Palestinian
community. Ben-Gvir's dream
is not to see any Arabs in the
Knesset: or anywhere else.”
People are afraidi she said:
“They have just turned out an

elected leader of Palestinian
Arab societyc and I believe
this is just the start. This
government is watching closely

what Palestinian Arabs are
saying and how they are active
politically and: to be honest:
people are already afraid.

“I live here: I see how people
are. They don’t want to speak
about politics because after Oct.
7. we have seen that they will
come after you for an article or
something you posted 10 years
ago.

“There is no room for any
perspective that isn’t an Israeli
Zionist one. Before Oct. 7.
Israel wanted to be known as the
only democracy in the Middle
East. Now: they don’t care.”
Ever since it was formed in
1969: Israel’s Central Elections
Committee has had the legal
authority to disqualify both
individual candidates and entire
party lists from standing in
Knesset elections. On Sept. 23,
it voted to disqualify Shehadeh:
one of Israel’s most prominent
Arab politicians.

The committee is not an
independent body. A majority
of its 31 members represent
parties that support Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu'’s
governing coalition.

Now: as Israel heads toward
a parliamentary election on
Oct. 27 that could bring an
end to Netanyahu’s far-right
government. the committee
has moved to disqualify Arab
party lists that. if allowed to
run; could hold the balance of
power.

Challenges against candidates

and parties are nothing new
in Israeli politics. It is also
common for decisions by the
Central Elections Committee to
be overturned on appeal by the
Supreme Court.

But this weeki “normal”
took a strange turn. Late on
Thursday. the night before
the Supreme Court was due
to rule on Shehadeh’s appeal
against his disqualification; he
announced he was withdrawing
his candidacy.

Controversially. Isaac  Amit;
the president of the Supreme
Court. had publicly indicated
that a majority of the nine
justices appeared inclined to
uphold the committee’s ruling.
Shehadeh’s subsequent decision
to withdraw was a tactical move
based on that indication.

In the event: it might have been
unnecessary. On Friday: the
Supreme Court overturned the
Central Elections Committee’s
decisions to bar the Joint List
of predominantly Arab parties
the Islamist Ra’am party
led by Mansour Abbasi and
Cassifi the Hadash lawmaker.
Because Shehadeh had already
withdrawn the court did not
rule on his case.

Ben-Gvir's gloating message
was therefore misleading. But
Shehadeh’s  withdrawal —was
nevertheless  ultimately the
result of the disqualification
process initiated against him by
Otzma Yehudit.

What happened is a complex
story the roots of which stretch
back to 1984 when Israel’s
parliamentarians  faced an
embarrassing problem.

News

Park your car and turn oif the

engine...

~ Wil the fuel boycott succeed,
. or will it prove to be a

~ storm in a teacup?

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha

A campaign urging citizens to boycott
fuel —specifically ~ gasoline—is  gaining
momentum on social media in Jordan under
the slogan "Park and Switch Off." This
initiative protests the repeated hikes in fuel
prices and the resulting additional burdens
placed on Jordanian households: which are
already grappling with rising living costs and
declining purchasing power.

Observers of these online campaigns will
note the palpable public discontent regarding
the policies of successive governments
concerning fuel pricing. Citizens view these
price hikes not as exceptional measures: but
as a recurring pattern with the ordinary
citizen ultimately footing the bill for rising
energy costs. In fact: Jordan ranks among
the countries with the highest fuel prices
globally: not just within the region.

For many Jordanian families: owning a car is
no longer the luxury or convenience it once
was; instead: it has become a heavy financial
burden due to fuel costs: licensing fees:
insurance: traffic finesc and maintenance
and repair expenses—not to mention the
accumulation of vehicle-related financial
obligations over the years. Furthermore: the
majority of low-income Jordanian families
often find themselves trapped in a cycle of
bank loans and financing agreements just
to acquire a vehicle; whether new or used.
Consequently: citizens say they have been

B forcedto give up their cars or minimize their

use. as vehicles have begun to consume a
significant portion of household income.
For many: the equation has become clear:
a limited salary pitted against skyrocketing
fuel prices—soaring high with no sign of
coming down—along with costs for licensing
insurance; maintenance: and traffic fines.
Ultimately. the car ends up sitting idle
outside the home because operating it has
become prohibitively expensive.

Notably: public discontent has been laced
with sarcasm—a common outlet for
Jordanians to express their anger. Some
comments wryly ask about the current price
of donkeys: while others suggest importing
three-wheeled "tuk-tuks" from India. One
person quipped: "Park your car: turn off the
engine: and scramble onto the buses until the
government is satisfied."

Another citizen took the sentiment a step
further. arguing that giving up one’s car
has become an economic necessity rather
than a luxury; a family that parts with its
vehicle can save a substantial amount of
money previously spent on petrol: licensing
insurance; maintenance: and repairs.

Will the Horn oi Airica become
the latest regional battleground?

ONDON: Ethiopia on Thursday closed its

embassy in the Eritrean capitali Asmara
and ordered 10 Eritrean diplomats to leave
within 48 hours.
Addis Ababa accused Eritrea of “direct and
indirect acts of hostility and belligerence” that
pose “a direct threat to Ethiopia’s national
security.”
Eritrea’s response was swift. Its foreign
ministry called the move “absurd” and said
that it “has no option but to reciprocate in kind
and sever all diplomatic ties:” warning of “all
the negative corollaries that this entails.”
The rupture ends a cold peace that had
been fraying for some time. Addis Ababa
frames it as a hostile campaign involving
Eritrea Sudan and Egypt. Those countries
dismiss the accusations as baseless and tied
to Ethiopia’s internal wars and its quest for
sea access.
The standoft sits at the intersection of the Nile
dispute: Sudan’s civil war and an increasingly
contested Red Sea. Together they create the
potential for a new front in the Horn of Africa:
with implications for Arab states.
The break came hours after powerful
explosions were heard overnight in Addis
Ababa: including near military headquarters.
It also followed a week of fighting in the north
between the army and a new alliance of armed
groups: which includes forces from the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front: or TPLF. and allies
across Tigray. Afar and Amhara.
Ethiopian Army Chief Field Marshal Birhanu
Jula has accused Eritrea: Sudan and Egypt
of supporting these forces. All three deny
involvement. Sudan: in turn: accuses Ethiopia
of backing forces hostile to Khartoum: which
Addis Ababa denies.
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Land Transport Regulatory Comutission Discusses Developing
Inter-Governorate Transport Services with Operators

mman

The Land Transport Regulatory Commission
(LTRC) held an executive meeting chaired by its
Director General: Eng. Riad Al-Kharabsheh. The
meeting was attended by the Bus Owners Syndicate and
representatives of the companies established to manage

Agreement Signed to Operate and Sell
Hybrid-Source Eleciricity in Oman

uscat

Jordan-based Al-Wahda Energy has signed
an agreement with an investment firm operating in
Oman’s technology sector to operate and sell electricity
generated from hybrid sources. This agreement covers
the first phase of a strategic project with a capacity of

/

these routes.

Sunday

Arab Renewable Energy
(ommission Prepares to Launch

the “Arab Digital Energy
Engineering Document”

mman
The Arab Renewable
Energy Commission
(AREC) is preparing to
launch the “Arab Digital
Energy Engineering
Document.” This initiative
aims to redefine the role
of the energy engineer
and shift the perception
of energy from a mere
operational ~expense to
a fundamental element
in the design of cities:
buildings. infrastructure.
and the economy.
The initiative  draws
upon Jordan’s experience

in  developing  green
building systems:
updating electricity
sector regulations:
expanding electric
vehicle infrastructure:

and advancing smart city
projects—such as the
Amra Smart City project.
It aligns with efforts to

25 MW.
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13th year

It covered all the Kingdonns governorates, 46 municipalities,
37 *liwas* (districts), and 5 *aqdias* (Sub-disiricts).

The Prime Minister inspected

183 sites over the course ol (wo years.

@ Procedures have been iully completed ior 125 sites, while work is underway on 58 others.

@15 hospitals and 26 health centers serve a total oi more than 6.5 million citizens.

mman
On Saturday.  the
Prime Ministry released a
periodic follow-up report
detailing the field inspection
visits conducted by Prime
Minister Dr. Jafar Hassan
over the past two years.
These visits resulted in the
implementation of specific
interventions and remedial
measures  across  various
sectors—including  health.
education. social services:
production: tourism: and
youth affairs—at the sites he
visited.
The report revealed that the
Prime Minister inspected 183

&

Ry S

Sigadl e alioll pjdi
da_rila el Sljl_j 1]
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g1l oll g ol ol il 5

I038//I8 Y I0T4)FDS o

support  modernization
and sustainable
development in Jordan and
links the energy sector to
the goals of the Economic
Modernization Vision.
Eng. Mohammad Al-
Ta’anic Secretary-General
of the Commission:
stated to the Jordan News
Agency (Petra) that the
Commission’s vision

districts
interventions

sitesduringhisfield tours over
the two-year period; 125 of
these sites saw their required
measures fully completed.
while 58 remain in progress.
The tours covered all the
Kingdom’s governorates: as
well as 46 municipalitiesc 37
districts (xliwasx). and 5 sub-
(xaqdiyasx).
implemented

needs

Members
governors:
officialsc and
councils. In the

at these sites were based
on direct field engagement
with citizens to assess their
and demands:
well as input received from
of Parliament:

administrative
municipal
health
The  gector. interventions covered
15 hospitals and 26 health

over 6.5 million
across the

students.
Regarding the

centers—collectively serving
citizens
Kingdom—
as while the education sector
saw the construction and
rehabilitation of 31 schools:
benefiting more than 23.000

productive
sector. the report highlighted
the provision of support and

facilities to 33 factories and
establishments operating in
agricultural and industrial
production: benefiting over
27.000 workers across various
governorates. Additionally:
eight vocational and technical
training centers and institutes
were developed: benefiting
approximately 4.000 young
men and women.

holds significant regional
importance. He cited
International Energy
Agency (IEA) estimates
indicating that improving mman
air conditioning efficiency A

Captain Daifallah  Al-

recent

advisory Dbulletin
issued by the European

Al-Farajat: Jordanian airspace and airports are Secure and operating with normal efficiency

He stated that air traffic
and flights arriving at and

carriers the discretion to
assess the situation and

in the Middle East and  Farajat. Chief Commissioner departing from Jordanian Union Aviation Safety make operational decisions
North Africa region could ~ of the Civil Aviation airports are proceeding Agency (EASA).  Al- based on their own internal
reduce the growth of peak ~ Regulatory Commission normally and in accordance Farajat  explained that risk assessments. whereas
electricity demand by  (CARC)c confirmed on with the highest global safety the bulletin serves as a non-European airlines
approximately 35 gigawatts Saturday that Jordanian and security standards. recommendation. This have remained entirely
by 2035. airspace is completely safe. Commenting on  the allows European air unaffected.

«EuroCham»: Continued Positive
Indicators In Jordan-EU Trade

mman

Eng. Mohammad Al-Samadi. Chairman of
the European Chamber of Commerce in Jordan
(EuroCham). stated that indicators recorded
during the first seven months of this year confirm
a sustained positive shift in trade between
Jordan and the European Union. particularly
regarding the ability of Jordanian exports to
access European markets. In a statement to the
Jordan News Agency (Petra) on Saturday. Al-
Samadi emphasized that the v v percent rise in
exports—reaching vv million dinars compared
to v.o million dinars during the same period
last year—coupled with a v, percent decline in
imports. reflects an improvement in the trade
relationship. even though the volume of exchange
still clearly favors the European side. He noted
that the key lies in analyzing growth indicators
alongside trade volume; Jordanian exports
reached approximately v percent of the value
of imports from the EU during the first seven
months of this year. up from about \v percent
during the same period last year. This represents
a significant improvement while simultaneously
highlighting substantial room for further growth.
He underscored the importance of building
deeper production and investment partnerships
with Europe. noting that the existing partnership
agreement with the EU. along with preferential
arrangements and rules of origin. offer significant
opportunities—yet the extent to which these are
being utilized remains below potential.

Land Transport Authority Discusses Compliance,
Oversight, and Incentives with Smart App Companies

mman

On Saturday. the Land
Transport Regulatory
Commission  (LTRC)  held
an executive meeting with
representatives  from  smart

application companies licensed
in the
Uber. Careem: Jeeny:. Petra
Ride: Gojo. Taxi Fc and CAB—
to discuss the regulation and
oversight of the sector and to
agree on measures to enhance
compliance with operational
requirements in the coming
period.

The Commission informed
the companies of the necessity
to adhere to the approved
pricing structure. as previously
notified: emphasizing that any
violation would result in the
forfeiture of 50.000 dinars from
the 100.000-dinar performance
bond.

An agreement was reached
to launch a field inspection
campaign on  October 7.
Conducted by Commission
teams in cooperation with

Kingdom—including ¢

authoritiesc  the
campaign will involve booking
trips via the apps to verify
that the vehicle is licensed
for this activity and that the
driver is authorized to operate;
compliance requires meeting
both conditions.

Under the agreed-upon
arrangements: if a company
records 10 violations within a
single week regarding vehicle
licensing or driver permits: 5.000
dinars will be forfeited from the
bond; exceeding 20 violations in
a week will result in the forfeiture
of 10000 dinars. The meeting

relevant

reviewed the results achieved
by the companies regarding
regulatory and  operational
compliance. Uber and Careem
demonstrated adherence to
vehicle licensing and driver
permit requirements. while Taxi
F made progress in electronic
integration and the registration
of new drivers.

Jeeny also achieved compliance
regarding vehicle licensing and
driver permits within Amman; it
continues to issue driver permits
and is working toward full
compliance across the rest of the
Kingdom.
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Business and Proiessional Women’s
Forum to Represent Jordan in New Term
0f the Arab Businesswomen Council

mman
The Jordanian Business and Professional
Women’s Forum announced its re-election
as Jordan’s representative to the Arab
Businesswomen Council for the 2026-2030
term. This selection took place during the
Council’s eighth session: held at the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States
in Cairo. with broad participation from
businesswomen: female professionals. and
representatives of Arab institutions and
forums. According to a statement issued by
the Forum on Saturday: this representation
marks a significant milestone in the journey
of Jordanian women in the economic
and professional sectors. It underscores
confidencein the Forum’srolein representing
the Kingdom: advocating for the interests of
businesswomen and female professionals.
enhancing the presence of Jordanian women
in Arab forums: and contributing to shaping
priorities for economic and professional
cooperation among Arab nations.
The Forum emphasized that representing Jordan
in the Arab Businesswomen Council goes
beyond mere protocol; it embodies an active
national and institutional presence and reflects
the Kingdom’s commitment to supporting
joint Arab action: bolstering the role of women
in economic development. and expanding
avenues for cooperationc networking: and
partnership among businesswomen and female
professionals across the Arab world. Dr. Reem
Al-Baghdadic President of the Forum. stated
that this participation represents a significant
national and professional responsibility. She
highlighted the esteemed status of Jordanian
women. noting the expertise. competencies.
and capabilities they possess to contribute to the
process of development and Arab integration.
She added that the forum would leverage this
representation to serve businesswomen and
female professionals in Jordan: enhance their
presence in Arab markets:

Park your car and turn ofi
the engine...

Will the fuel boycott
succeed, or will it prove to
be a storm in a teacup?

Khaled Khazer Al-Khrisha |

Jordan Chamber of Industry Launches
Platiorm to Track Industrial Sector Challenges

mman

The Jordan Chamber of Industry has
launched a specialized online platform to track
challenges facing the industrial sector. The
initiative aims to provide a direct. sustainable
channel for industrial enterprises to share the
obstacles they encounter. thereby reflecting the
actual business environment in the Kingdom
and contributing to the development of
practical solutions for priority issues.
According to a statement issued by the
Chamber on Saturday. the platform stems
from the Chamber’s role in representing
and advocating for the industrial sector. It
also reflects the Chamber's commitment to
fostering direct communication with industrial
enterprises and staying continuously informed
about the key impediments and challenges
affecting their operations: growth potentialc
and competitiveness. The platform allows
industrialists to select the challenges facing their
enterprises from a wide range of categories. These
include issues related to legislation. regulations:
and  directives; government procedures;
logistics: shipping: and energy; finance: labor:
and exports; supply chains; and other matters
relevant to the industrial sector. Users can select
multiple challenges simultaneously and have the
option to either choose from pre-listed categories
or describe a challenge directly—detailing its
specifics and impact on the enterprise.



